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Where Leaders are Made.
Majors/Areas
Accounting
Business Administration
Computer Information Systems 
Computer Science
Economics
Finance
Logistics & Supply Chain Management 
Management
Marketing
Multimedia Journalism
Nonprofit Leadership Studies 
Organizational Communication
Strategic Communications/Advertising 
Strategic Communications/Public Relations 
Visual Comm./Graphic Communications 
Visual Communications/Media Production 
Visual Communications/Photography

Graduate programs
Accountancy and Analytics
Business Administration (M.B.A.) 
Economic Analytics
Economic Development
Information Systems
Mass Comm./Public Relations concentration 
Nonprofit Leadership Studies 
Organizational Communication

270-809-4181
murraystate.edu/business
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STUDENTS,
On behalf of our entire Racer family, it is my great pleasure to 
welcome you to campus. This is a moment you have purpose-
fully worked hard to reach, and we are honored that you have 
chosen to begin this chapter of your journey with the Murray 
State University family.

You are part of a vibrant community of scholars, creators, and 
leaders. Here, you will find not only rigorous academic programs, 
but also countless opportunities to explore your interests, chal-
lenge your perspectives, and form lifelong relationships. Whether 
in the classroom, through research, in student organizations, or 
across campus events, you are part of a dynamic environment 
designed to support your growth. The transition to university life 
can be both exciting and, at times, uncertain. Please know that 
you are not alone. Our faculty and staff are deeply committed 
to your success and well-being. We encourage you to seek out 
mentors, ask questions, and take full advantage of the many
resources available to you.

This is your time to discover new passions, develop your voice, 
and shape your future. Embrace the opportunities ahead with 
curiosity, courage, and an open mind.

 We are excited to welcome you to Murray State, and we look 
forward to all that you will contribute to our dynamic campus 
community.

Shoes Up! Go Racers!

Ron K. Patterson, Ed.D.
President
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After spending the last four years at Murray State and The Mur-
ray State News, I have finally reached the same conclusion that 
hundreds of students have achieved: graduation. I’ve done a lot 
during my time at Murray State, and making this magazine has 
been one of the brightest moments in my academic career. A 
final project with no grade, something to leave behind for future 
students to gander at, a temporary piece of my legacy for you to 
enjoy. 

With this being my second time creating this magazine, there 
was only one direction we could go: up. Better designs, better 
stories, better us. Finishing this magazine during my last two 
months at Murray State made this a heartfelt project for me and 
the rest of the team who made it a reality. Every photo and story 
written wouldn’t be possible without the help of my crew, and it 
is with an excited heart that I pass the torch onto the 2026-2027 
News team. 

A mozzie stick to you all. 

MacKenzie Rogers

Associate Editor
2022-2026 News Staff

ONE LAST TIME . . .
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What Type of College 
Student Are ?You CREATED BY 

MACKENZIE ROGERS

It’s a Friday night. What are your plans?1
Stay in and do a couple of homework assignments. 

Crash in bed. Catch some much-needed zzz’s. 

Order a pizza and hang out with some friends. 

Go out! There’s gotta be a party going on somewhere. 

a
b
c
d

a
b
c
d

Tally

You have room in your schedule for an elective 
of your choice. What do you pick?

a
b
c
d

A social science! Human behavior for me.

Yoga or golf. Something easy and fun. 

Ceramics! Time to embrace the arts!

A business class, practical. 

2

? !

a = 0, b = 1, c = 2, d = 3
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It’s time to study. Where are you going?

a
b
c
d

The library; plenty of space to study and get some work done.

My dorm room, no need to wander to do some homework.

The breezeway or somewhere outside, if the weather is right.

An empty classroom with plenty of room for friends. 

3

Your afternoon class has been canceled! What are you doing?

a
b
c
d

Work ahead, better now than never!

It’s nap time! I can do homework later!

My group can get together to work on the semester-long project. 

Hit the road! LBL, I’m on my way!

4

Lunch time! What’s the vibe?

a
b
c
d

To-go, walk and eat, saves time. 

Whatever’s closest, snacks work too.

Chick-fil-A session with the gang!

We’re taking over the T-room! Tres and Mein Bowl for all!

5

You have the remote, what are we watching?

a
b
c
d

A Lo-fi music stream! Something calm and quiet. 

YouTube’s the go-to. I pay to not have ads.

Re-runs of older shows like “Gilmore Girls” and “Friends.”

Angsty drama all the way, reality TV for the win. 

6

It’s a school night. How late are we staying up?

a
b
c
d

11 p.m. Good sleep is really important. 

Midnight. Those 8:30’s are no joke.

1 a.m. Not going to sleep until the essay is done. 

After 2 a.m. Doom scrolling through the night. 

7
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0-5 POINTS
THE ACADEMIC WEAPON EXHAUSTED WARRIOR

6-10 POINTS

11-16 POINTS

CHARISMATIC KING

17-21 POINTS
THE PARTY ANIMAL

You prioritize school over socialization, and that’s not 

always a bad thing, but don’t forget to enjoy the small 

moments when possible. Making friends and hanging 

out are just as important as good grades. Don’t finish 

your degree with nothing but a diploma to show for it. 

Whether it’s because of late-night study sessions or bad 
sleeping habits, you thrive on naps and on turning things 
in right before the deadline. While there might be a thrill in 
turning in last-minute assignments, it’s important to create 
a healthy sleep-study schedule to ensure burnout doesn’t 
occur. There is more to campus than your twin-sized bed.

You enjoy spending time with your friends and getting 

as involved as you possibly can across campus. You 

want to do it all! Just make sure you don’t spread 

yourself too thin and lose track of time for your classes 

in the process. There is nothing wrong with taking on a 

lot, just know where the limit is.

You always know where the parties are going to 
be, and thrive on the weekends while surrounded 

by friends. Kudos to you for all the fun, but don’t 
forget about what you’ve come to college for, and 

when you are out partying away, be safe.

THE MURRAY STATE

M

In print or online, 
The News covers Murray State 
like no one else.

thenews.org
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The HOUSING system WRITTEN BY 
MACKENZIE 
ROGERS

	 Living in a university dorm is 
not as glorious as it sometimes 
appears in the movies, but with the 
right knowledge and some careful 
preparation, it can be an amazing 
experience that kicks off your time at 
Murray State. 
	 Life on campus is what you make 
it, and living in a residential college 
that checks off all the boxes on your 
list is a good way to start an enjoyable 
academic year. 
	 First-time freshmen planning to 
live on campus are limited to the 
residential colleges unless they are 
eligible for specific exceptions, such as 
marriage, communting or online-only 
status. With this in mind, there are 
seven dormitories available for in-
coming students to choose from. 
	 There are three different types of 
University housing open to select 
from: communal bathrooms, Jack and 
Jill rooms and private doubles. Each 
comes with perks and drawbacks 
depending on what you need from a 
dorm room. 
	 The residential colleges with com-
munal bathrooms are Hester Residen-

tial College and Elizabeth Residential 
College, both of which have nine 
floors and two communal bathrooms 
per floor, cleaned and restocked daily. 
Floors two through four are reserved 
for male students and five through 
nine are for female students. Although 
the rooms are smaller compared to 
some of the other options, they offer 
students cozy lobbies and study rooms 
on various floors to utilize and enjoy 
as they please. 
	 “I like living in a communal dorm,” 
Jade Duff, a sophomore television 
production major, said. “I don’t have 
to buy toilet paper or other cleaning 
supplies for the bathroom; it’s just 
one less thing I have to worry about.”
	 For students who want a bathroom 
attached to their bedroom, the first 
options are in the Jack-and-Jill-style 
dorms: Hart Residential College, RH 
White Residential College and the 
upperclassmen-only Regents Resi-
dential College. These are rooms that 
share a bathroom with their suitem-
ates, their neighbors on one side. An 
important note about Regents and RH 
White is that they are separate from 

BANK.YOUR 

Future.
 LIFE.YOUR 

YOUR 
YOURLIFEYOURBANK.COM
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the residential side of campus and 
are located on the academic side, 
near the Curris Center. In terms of 
pricing, these three dorms are the 
lowest-priced option, with rooms 
slightly larger than those in Elizabeth 
and Hester. 
	 The last and most expensive 
options come in the form of double 

rooms with private bathrooms, which 
can be found in these three dorms: 
JH Richmond Residential College, 
HC Franklin Residential College and 
Lee Clark Residential College. On the 
newer end, in terms of amenities and 
structure, these dorms offer spa-
cious rooms with private bathrooms 
for their students, with wings that 

separate male and female students, 
except for the first floors, which are 
mixedgender. 
	 “I like Richmond, it’s chill,” Ella 
Cash, a junior veterinary technician 
major, said. “The other people who 
live in the building are very welcom-
ing. I like that I rarely have to wait to 
do laundry, and it’s conveniently on 
every floor.”
	 Getting into the residential college 
of your choice depends on the time of 
your housing application completion 
and availability after the upperclass-
men students select or renew their 
housing selections. Each dorm has a 
lively community and council to en-
sure the community is aware of up-
coming events and changes through-
out campus and offer students the 
opportunity to get more involved 
with their residential colleges. Room 
assignments are typically released in 
July for incoming freshmen. 

www.galleryxartcollective.com 
(270) 978-8350

112 N 12th St Suite B, Murray, KY 42071
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The College of Education and Human Services offers associate, bachelor’s, master’s, specialist and

doctoral degrees, plus certificate programs.

Contact us today to take the next step toward your degree!

MURRAYSTATE.EDU/COEHS
270-809-3817
MSU.COEHSDEAN@MURRAYSTATE.EDU

Undergraduate Degrees
Career and Technical Education Communication Disorders Criminal Justice Elementary Education

Health and Physical Education Human Services Interdisiplinary Early Childhood Education

Middle School Education Secondary Education Social Work Special Education

Graduate Degrees
Career and Technical Education Counseling Education/School Adminstration

Human Development and Leadership Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education

Library Media Postsecondary Education Administration Reading and Writing Education

School Psychology Special Education Speech-Language Pathology Teacher Leader

Doctoral Programs
P-20 and Community Leadership Postsecondary Specialization

Agriculture Education Specialization pK-12 Specialization Ed.S to Ed.D Specialization

Follow us on socials! 

@murraystcoehs@murraystcoehs@murraystcoehs @murraystcoehs@murraystcoehs@murraystcoehs @coehsdean8548@coehsdean8548@coehsdean8548
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 Almost Midnight Breakfast
A relatively new tradition, Almost Midnight 

Breakfast invites students into Winslow 
Dining Hall the night before Finals Week to 

destress with delicious breakfast staples like 
pancakes, bacon, scrambled eggs and more. 
Faculty, staff and administration volunteer 

to dish out meals and encourage students as 
they get ready for their upcoming finals. 

Shoe Tree
Standing near the center of the Quad is the Shoe Tree, 
which commemorates the couples who met at Mur-
ray State. “Sole” mates hang up their shoes on the 
tree. Two trees preceded the current one. The first was 
struck by lightning, and the second had broken limbs. 
This tradition is a cherished one within the University 
community, later capturing attention outside the Uni-
versity as well through the Danish music group Lukas 
Graham, who featured the tree in their 2018 “Love 
Someone” music video. 

Racer One
Since 1976, every home game football touchdown has been accompanied by a 

celebratory lap made by Murray State’s Racer One horse, guided by a student 

jockey. There have been many “Racer Ones” since the tradition began.

The original horse, Violet Cactus, served as Racer One for eight years, later be-

ing buried adjacent to Roy Stewart Stadium. The current horse is Vegas Impulse 

and is tied with Violet Cactus for the longest running Racer One spot. 

Celebrate Tradition!
At Murray State University

Photo By: Kris Fister

Written By: 
MacKenzie Rodgers
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Tent City
Homecoming at Murray State wouldn’t be the 

same without Tent City. The tailgating festivities, 
which began in 1989, precede the Homecoming 

football game, with over 50 tents lining the track 
at Roy Stewart Stadium. Thousands of Racer fans 

and alumni gather and peruse the tents before the 
game.

 All Campus Sing
One of the most beloved campus events at Murray State is All Campus Sing. Since 
1958, members of the music fraternity Sigma Alpha Iota (Iota Beta chapter) have 

hosted the annual event, in which student groups compete through choreo-
graphed musical performances on the steps of Lovett Auditorium. 

Each year, eager spectators set up across the Quad to watch the festivities, with 
proceeds supporting music programs for schools in underprivileged communities.

Photo By: Kris Fister

Weekly Events:
Freshman Family Groups and Community Groups
offered weekly at various times

Engage: (Engage in worship; Engage in relationship)
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Thursday Dinner ($1): Homecooked Meal 
every 1st and 3rd Thursday: 6 p.m.

Find us:
Behind Elizabeth and Clark Colleges
800 Waldrop Drive, Murray, KY 42071 
270.753.5771
murraystatebcm@gmail.com
facebook.com/murraystatebcm
instagram.com/murraystatebcm
murraystatebcm.com

We exist at Murray State 
to REACH those with the Gospel, 
to CONNECT students to a local church and one another on 

campus, 
and to STRENGTHEN the Christ-follower’s relationship with 

the Lord. 



2026-2718 RACER GUIDE RACER GUIDE2026-27 19

Despite Murray’s small-town atmosphere, 
countless organizations, clubs and hobbies can 
fill your time between classes and coursework. 
Extracurricular and community involvement 
are one of the best ways to make the most of 
your time in college, allowing you to make 
connections with peers you wouldn’t have 
found otherwise. 

At Murray State alone, there are over 150 dif-
ferent registered student organizations, rang-
ing from Student Government Association and 
Model UN to the Rowing Club or Greek Life. 

With so many opportunities for student 
involvement, nearly every academic discipline 
hosts one or more extracurriculars that pair 
students with like-minded peers and offer ex-
periences that cannot always be found within 
the classroom, such as: guest speakers, pro-
fessional connections, yearly conferences and 

much more. These groups are great for build-
ing lasting relationships with peers and facul-
ty within your major while adding on to your 
resume as your college career continues. 

“For the past three years, I have been in-
volved in the Honors Student Council, SGA and 
my fraternity. I would say that through these 
leadership opportunities across those clubs, I 
have really grown as an individual while I’ve 
been at Murray State,” said SGA president Ce-
sar Villeda.

Besides the countless academic opportuni-
ties at Murray State, several religious groups 
on campus like 212 Campus Ministry, Bap-
tist Campus Ministry, Wesley Foundation and 
many more, offer weekly meetings and campus 
events.

One of the best parts of being involved on 

FIND YOUR CROWD Written by:
Avery Poston

Photo by Avery “Gingy” Poston
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campus is that most organizations are not 
mutually exclusive, meaning you can be a part 
of as many clubs as your heart desires. The 
keyword being most, sometimes organization 
meetings have a timing conflict, or an orga-
nization may have a greater level of commit-
ment, or it’s related to Greek Life. Just make 
sure you don’t overextend yourself and don’t 
be afraid to set reasonable boundaries for your 
time.

Outside of the University, there is a whole 
new world of groups and events that the com-
munity hosts. At times, locals fear that Murray 
State is the only focal point attracting atten-
tion; however, the surrounding area offers 
abundant involvement opportunities. 

In the surrounding area of Murray, students 
branch into all sorts of outside commitments, 
like volunteering, entertainment and much 
more. Additionally, Murray has begun 
expanding the available spaces for student 
gatherings; this includes the Calloway County 
Public Library, Historic Downtown Murray, 
Corvette Lanes, Chestnut Park, Central Park 
and several local restaurants. More seasonally, 
the City of Murray hosts local farmer’s 
markets, parades and special events that 
bring the community together during times of 

holidays and celebration.

Regarding volunteering in the area, groups 
like Need Line, Soup for the Soul, Journey Bags 
and Humane Society of Calloway County invite 
students from Murray State to reach out and 
find how they can be of service.

Looking at other commitments in the com-
munity, artistic creativity blossoms through 
events hosted by Playhouse in the Park and 
Wits End, a local theater and music store, re-
spectively. 

“The community of Murray is a beautiful 
one,” Tim Peyton, co-owner of Wit’s End with 
his fiancé Lu Colby, said. “It’s a community 
made of many communities that wonderful-
ly intertwine; they respect and look after one 
another to make sure we can all still come 
together on any given day to support one an-
other.”

In “The Finest Place We Know,” Murray 
State offers numerous opportunities to get 
involved and expand your circle. Whether 
you’re interested in clubs where you’re heavily 
involved with a variety of leadership roles, or 
organizations where you’re passively involved 
and attend once a month, Murray has every-
thing in between. A portion of the value of 
pursuing a college education is access to re-
sources like these organizations, so make the 
most of your education and get involved.

“
The community of Murray 

is a beautiful one, It’s 
a community made of 
many communities that 
wonderfully intertwine; 
they respect and look after 
one another to make sure we 
can all still come together 
on any given day to support 
one another.

Photo by Avery “Gingy” Poston



First Presbyterian Church
1601 Main Street
(270) 753-6460 
www.fpcmurray.com

WHERE ARE
You?

Life, they say, is a journey. Some of us have a sense of 
peace about the world, and some of us are searching 
for answers. Some need help, and some can give it.

Wherever you are on the path, one of us is probably 
there, too. If you have doubts and questions, you’ll 
find a kindred spirit among us. If you have an insight 
that might help, we need your wisdom. If you want 
to help those in need, roll up your sleeves and join 
in. 

The road to peace and understanding is a long one, 
and it’s nice to travel with friends. If you’d like some 
company, we’re right on the corner. Drop by and 
take a little stroll with us, or take a virtual look on 
Facebook or our website. 

If you’re waiting for an invitation, this is it. Let’s take 
a walk.

M
Best of 
‘26

voted 
Best 
Bakery

MSU discount 
10% on dine-in 

orders

305 S. 12th St., 
Murray

270-753-0000

Mon.–Sat.
10 – 4

est. 1997

PEDDLERS MALLPEDDLERS MALLPEDDLERS MALL
MURRAYMURRAYMURRAY

THETHETHE

PEDDLERSMALL.COM

(270) 759-2106

928 S 12TH ST
MURRAY, KY 42071

shop secondhand...FIRSTshop secondhand...FIRSTshop secondhand...FIRSTshop s��o��h���...FIRST



2026-27PB RACER GUIDE RACER GUIDE2026-27 21

The perfect photo WRITTEN BY 
AINSLEY BEATTY

	 College is more than simply going 
to lectures, taking exams and stress-
ing over assignment deadlines. It’s 
about making memories and connec-
tions — and capturing moments with 
friends, likely to post on social media. 
Murray has some amazing photo 
opportunities for every occasion, both 
on and off campus. Here are some of 
the best spots to get Instagram-wor-
thy photos. 
	 Campus is the first place to look 
when taking pictures. The red-brick 
buildings across campus make great 
backdrops. From the outside of your 
residential college to throughout the 
academic buildings, you can find a 
potential photo spot anywhere. 
	 The MSU gates have to be one of 
the most iconic structures on campus. 
Standing at the corner of 15th Street 
and Olive Boulevard, the gates are a 
staple for photos of any kind.
	 Venturing a little further into the 
Quad, the first place to check out is 
Lovett Auditorium. With the wide 
steps, towering pillars and carved 
detailing around the entrance, it’s 

Welcome, 
Racers! 
We wish you much success this 
year. 
Shoes up and Go Racers! 

Dr. Ron Patterson and family
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a classic backdrop for both formal 
photoshoots and casual pictures with 
friends. 
	 The MSU Science Complex stands 
across 16th Street from the quad and 
is home to some of the newest and 
largest buildings on campus. In the 
middle of the complex is the Jesse L. 
Jones Clock Tower — the breezeway 
underneath is a highlight for picture 
taking. 
	 Moving off campus, the town of 
Murray, while small, holds many 
places to explore. Downtown Mur-
ray is the perfect spot to spend an 
afternoon walking around — brows-
ing shops and snapping photos while 
you’re at it. Downtown is home to 
a dozen historic buildings and over 
seven murals that are waiting to be 
photographed. 
	 If you’re looking for a more na-
ture-focused location, look no further 
than the Murray State Arboretum. 
Filled with a pond, pavilions and 
walking trails, there are a plethora 
of opportunities to take pictures that 
change with the seasons. 
	 Murray has many more pho-
to-ready places waiting to be dis-
covered. As a new student, don’t 
be afraid to explore and meet peo-
ple — Murray is a small, but caring 
community that loves MSU students. 

Don’t spend the next four years 
of your life in a dorm room; get 
out and make memories that 
will last a lifetime. 
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Important dates 26-27
Racer Welcome Week
Wednesday, Aug. 12

Fall semester classes begin
Tuesday, Aug. 18

Labor Day holiday
Monday, Sept. 7 (no classes)

Family Weekend
Friday-Sunday, Sept. 11-13

Fall Break
Thursday-Friday, Oct. 8-9 
(no classes)

Homecoming
Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 15-18

Thanksgiving Break
Wednesday-Friday, Nov. 25-27

Classes end for fall semester
Friday, Dec. 4

Finals
Monday-Friday, Dec. 7-11

Commencement
Saturday, Dec. 12

Spring semester classes begin
Tuesday, Jan. 12

Holiday 
Monday, Jan. 18 (no classes)

Mid-January (dates TBA)
Campus Lights production

Spring Break
Monday-Friday, March 15-19 
(no classes) 

Classes end for spring semester
Friday, April 30

Finals
Monday-Friday, May 3-7

Commencement
Saturday, May 8

 

Homecoming

CAMPUS LIGHTS
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Murray State’s “What to Bring/What NOT to Bring” page is certainly the place to go if you want 
to know what is prohibited in the dorms, but as extensive as the list is, there are some things 
you won't know just how much you need until you’re here. Here is a list of nine items to consider 
bringing in the fall, all suggested by Murray State class of 2027 students.

Whether you prefer a wide-reaching 
and slim pedestal style, a bulky but 
powerful high-velocity style or a 
small personal style to fit on your 
desk, you are going to want some 
sort of fan. August in Murray has an 
average high of 88.8 degrees, according 
to murrayky.gov, but it’s not just the 
early fall semester you need to worry about; 
the residential hall heating systems tend to 
overcompensate through the inconsistent 

winter and early spring forecasts.
Kelsi Earles, a freshman graphic design major 

and resident of Hester Residential College, said 
her tower fan has been a lifesaver. Earles and her 
roommate didn’t bring it from home, but they 

bought it on move-in day. 
“When we first got here, the room was already so 

hot,” she said. “We decided to grab a fan at Walmart 
really quick, and it has been a necessity all year.”

Murray State’s packing list already suggests 
bringing two sets of sheets, but it’s easy to fall into 
the complacency of a one-and-done mindset— 
especially if you haven’t been responsible for your 
own laundry until now. 

Presley Billingsley (they/she), a freshman sociology 
major and resident of Franklin Residential College, 
said she wishes she had an extra bedding set because 
of how long it takes to get them back from the washer 
and dryer cycles, especially when you have to wait 
your turn among other residents.

“One of my friends has two sets, so when she 

goes to wash one, 
she replaces it 
immediately,” 
Billingsley said. 
“When the first 
one gets cleaned, 
she puts it back in 
the box for next 
time. I'll be 
doing that for 
next year for 
sure.”

You need enough clothes to last the semester, but 
you don’t have room to bring your entire wardrobe. 
The dorms’ modest closet space can hold a reasonable 
amount of outfits as long as you bring enough hangers 
to utilize the space. 

Irvine said that while they packed lighter than most 
students, they still needed more hangers than they 
brought.

“I didn't really think through the fact that I would 
get more clothes in college than what I brought with 
me,” they said. “In general, I’d recommend bringing 
five more than you think you’ll need.”

If you can’t get more hangers from home, cheap 
packs for tops and pants are easy to find on Amazon or 
at Walmart.

A fan

Extra bedding

Extra clothing hangers

2
Speaking of laundry, you will want to find a 

detergent option that’s cost-efficient and long-lasting. 
Li Irvine (they/them), a freshman aquatic biology 
major and resident of Franklin, recommended washer 
sheets over liquid detergent because they are more 
portable and take up less space. 

“It’s very nice because you just take one, put it 
in the bottom of the washer, put your clothes in and 
you’re done,” they said. “The ones I use are from 

Trader Joe’s, but I know the Arm and Hammer brand is 
more accessible.”

Washer sheets are a good eco-friendly option for 
a typical load of laundry, but fair warning: a test 
conducted by consumerreports.org reported that 
washer sheets tend to underperform against heavy-
duty stains, especially coffee. Despite not being the 
best choice for big stains, washer sheets are still very 
convenient for regular laundry use, Irvine said.

Washer sheets

DECK OUT YOUR DORM!Written by:
Gray Hawkins
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Picture this: you’ve lost track of time while playing 
a video game or powering through a long reading 
assignment, and your stomach growls. 
You’re in the mood for something more 
filling than a granola bar or bag of 
chips, but the clock reads half past 10 
p.m. Even Winslow and Fast Track 
are closed, so your options are to 
splurge on DoorDash delivery, drive 
off campus if you can or go to bed 
hungry. Keeping a couple of plates 
and forks handy is a good way to 
avoid this late-night ultimatum. 

A good set of dishware goes a long way. Earles 
said she ended up eating in her dorm room more 

often than she expected and would recommend 
bringing some bowls, utensils and dish soap.

If there’s a good chance you will want to 
cook for yourself now and then, consider 
buying your own cookware. The residence 
halls will have some equipment available 
for checkout, but those won’t always be 
available— or well cleaned— in dorms with 
multiple kitchens.

Humidity isn’t just 
uncomfortable; it can be unsanitary. 
Mold growth can thrive in a small, 
humid dorm room. In 2016, the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information found that 36% of surveyed 
students reported signs of residential dampness, 
including “excessive humidity … visible mold … 
history of water leaks … and … mold odor.”

For both health and comfort, Billingsley 

recommends getting a dehumidifier.
“I have loved my DampRid dehumidifier,” 

Billingsley said. “It's helped a lot with the 
mugginess and smell of the dorms.”

DampRid is a name-brand dehumidifier with 
several dorm-friendly options that won’t take up 
limited outlet space, including hanging absorbers 
for closets, refillable or disposable tubs and scented 
absorbing crystals.

Depending on your room’s layout and how much 
you have to unpack, you might find yourself raising 
your bed frame to its highest rung. This is a great way 
to maximize your space, but it adds an extra step every 
time you have to get on or off your bed. That’s why 
Irvine said their ottoman is one of the items they have 
found most useful.

“I can use it to get on and off my bed easily, and 
there's storage in it for extra sheets and towels,” 
Irvine said. 

If you don’t have an ottoman you can borrow from 
home and want to buy one, it’s important to remember 

that cheap 
options aren’t 
always best. 
A $7 ottoman 
from Five Below 
won’t last nearly 
as long as a 
$20 to $25 one 
from Walmart 
or Home Depot, 
especially when you 
put weight on it by 
stepping on and off. 

Make a mental list of electronics and appliances 
you and your roommate want in your room— a fridge, 
a microwave, at least one device charger each, maybe 
a TV if there’s room—  and you may start to worry if 
there are enough outlets in your dorm room to get by. 
You may find an extension cord conveniently laying 
around the house, but given their bulky design and 
how they’re intended for temporary use only, there 

may be better options for you.
Earles said she prefers a desktop charging station to 

supplement her limited access to outlets. 
“I use it for literally everything,” Earles said. “It’s 

really convenient, especially when you have a lofted 
bed, to not have to plug everything into the outlets 
that are on the wall.”

No matter what you bring to college, you need a 
way to carry it here and back over breaks. Some people 
prefer disposable options like trash bags and cardboard 
boxes, while others use collapsible wagons or bins. It all 
comes down to what can fit all your belongings without 
occupying more space than you can afford to lose. 

Billingsley said the best option for her has been 
moving bags.

“They're much easier to deal with than totes or 
cardboard boxes,” Billingsley said. “I keep them under 
my bed as storage.”

On Amazon, multipacks of heavy-duty moving bags 
range in cost starting around $25 for four or more bags. 

Cookware and dishwashing supplies

A dehumidifier

An ottoman

A desktop charging station

Moving bags
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Psst. We’ve got a secret for you. If you want to 
know where you can go to get the best home-
cooked meal or find the best bargains, The Murray 
State News has you covered. Every year, The News 
hosts the Best of Murray contest where readers 
vote for their favorites.

As you begin to explore your new community, be 
sure to check out these businesses, campus orga-
nizations and campus traditions to find out what 
makes them the absolute best. Watch for our 2027 
contest next spring and cast your vote.

Best Thrift Shop
Peddlers Mall

Best Consignment Store
Traveling Pants

Best Nonprofit
Needline

Best Clothing Store (women’s)
Ribbon Chix

Best Clothing Store (men’s)
Marshall’s

Best Place to Work Out
Murray State Wellness Center

Best Coffee
7 Brew

Best Donut Shop
Murray Donuts

Best breakfast
Rudy’s on the Square

Best Mexican Restaurant
Los Portales

Best home-cooked meal
Rudy’s on the Square

Best Asian Restaurant
Jasmine

Best Grocery Store
Walmart

Best Hot Dog
Cookout

Best Steak
Texas Roadhouse

Best Bakery
Dumplins

Best Sandwich
Jimmy John’s

Best Pizza
Matt B’s

Best Date Restaurant
Stephano’s 

Best Florist
Flowers by Whitney

Best Gift Shop
Plantation Place

Best Hotel
Springhill Suites

Best Place to Get a Haircut
Just4Him

Best Bank
CFSB

Best Golf Course
Miller Memorial

Best Getaway
Land Between the Lakes

Best Bookstore
Bolin Books

Best Taxi Service
Mama Nancy’s

Best Place to Get a Tattoo/Piercing
Gallery X

Best Place to Worship
Westside Baptist Church

BEST OF MURRAY WINNERS
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Best Place to Get Your Car Fixed
BB’s Auto

Best Residential College
Springer-Franklin

Best Fraternity
Sigma Phi Epsilon

Best Sorority
Alpha Gamma Delta

Best Campus Tradition
All Campus Sing

Best Napping Spot
Any hammock

Best Place to Study
Waterfield Library

Best Sporting Event
Men’s basketball

Best Campus Ministry
Baptist Campus Ministry

Best Athlete (Current)
Roman Doman

Best Faculty Member
Dr. David Eaton

Best Staff Member
Abigail Cox

 

Photos by Kris Fister
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