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BUYING |SELLING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Your Next Win? A New Home!

Life’s full of victories—big and
small. Scoring your dream home

shouldn’t be hard. EXIT Realty Key
Group is ready to help Racers like

you find your perfect place!

SHOES UP!

Contact us today:
270-978-1303

www.exitkeygroup.com
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War in Iran continues to strain US citizens 

She l b y  B l oome r
Staff Writer
sb l oomer@murraystate.
edu

As the war rages on in 
Iran, many Americans 
are starting to feel the 
impacts on their wal-
lets as prices skyrocket. 
The longer the overseas 
conÀict lasts, the larger 
the impact on the global 
economy, including the 
U.S. 

The 2026 war on Iran 
ȯcially began on Feb. 
28, when Israel and the 
U.S. started bombing the 
Middle-Eastern country, 
killing Iran’s Supreme 
/eader Ali Khamenei. In 
response to the attacks, 
Iran blocked the Strait 
of Hormuz, a vital pas-
sageway used by oil-car-
rying ships. According to 
Forbes, the shipping pas-
sage ³accounts for 20� of 
the world’s oil every day.´

Since Iran began its 
blockade, threatening to 
attack any ships that at-
tempt to cross through, 
the price of oil has in-
creased. According to 

The 1ew <ork Times, the 
price of oil surged to �100 
per barrel, and it may be 
³the worst disruption to 
oil supplies in history.´

As a result, gas prices 
are already rising, with 
the national average price 
per gallon �as of March 
2�� reaching �3.�80, ac-
cording to data from the 
American Automobile 
Association. In Kentucky, 
the average price for that 
same day was �3.717. In 
comparison, at the same 
time last year, the na-
tional average price per 
gallon was �3.15�, while 
Kentucky’s average price 
was �2.831. 

Read more on our web-
site�

Oil prices jump as war in 
0ran aɈects traKe channels

H ar p e r  Sp au l d ing  &  D e ny s B og u shk o
1ews Reporters
j sp aul ding 2 @murraystate.edu &
db og ush k o@murraystate.edu

Over a month into the war in Iran, Murray State 
students speak up about their concerns regarding the 
conÀict and what it could mean for the country.

On Feb. 28, American and Israeli forces began 
the weeks-long conÀict with operation ³Epic Fury,´ 
launching heavy airstrikes against Iranian military in-
frastructure. In his announcement, President Donald 
Trump said the attack was intended to cripple Iran’s 
missile industry and eliminate its nuclear threat. The 
war also follows months of aggression between Iran 
and Israel, and a growing Iranian protest movement 
against the country’s oppressive government. 

According to a study by the Pew Research Center, 
44� of Americans disapprove of Trump’s handling of 
the Iran war, with over half saying it was the wrong de-
cision to use military action in the country. At Murray 
State, student opinions were much the same. 

³I really do not agree with this administration at all, 
and I think it’s a pretty stupid thing to put us into a 
war, especially if they’re promising not to put us in 
any more wars,´ said Abby Martin, a freshman pre-vet 
major. 

Martin, like many of her peers interviewed by The 
1ews, expressed her disapproval of the war and said it 
was tragic to see people on both sides dying unneces-
sarily. Martin, who lives about three hours away from 
Murray State, said gas prices had already risen 60 
cents when she made it home for spring break.

Keaton Flint, a freshman computer science major, 
also expressed his disapproval of the war and said it 
was a waste for the national economy. Flint said this 

war was another broken campaign promise by Trump, 
whose promise for peace has become a multi-bil-
lion-dollar overseas conÀict.

³They say we don’t have money for healthcare, 
childcare or education, but we can spend a billion dol-
lars a day bombing innocent children in hospitals and 
schools and Iran,´ Flint said. 

Along with gas prices, Flint said he was worried the 
war was negatively affecting our relationship with our 
allies as the country continues to fumble on the world 
stage. Flint said it was a bad look for the administra-
tion that backed out of the Iran 1uclear Deal to launch 
a war to prevent Iran from getting nukes. 

Read more on our website�

:tuKents express Kispleasure 
over rising global tensions

Mac2enaie Rogers/The News

ICYMI: Murray citizens join No Kings 
protest, form new Indivisible chapter
R iv e r  M u r t
1ews Editor
rmurt1 @murraystate.edu

About 100 people gathered for a 1o 
Kings protest in Murray on the corner 
of 1orth 121 and 12th Street on March 
28, displaying signs to all passing 
trȧc. 

The 1o Kings protest is a nation-
al front against the Trump adminis-
tration and its policy, specifically in 
regard to ICE’s action toward immi-
grants and U.S. citizens alike, the mis-
handling of the Epstein files, the presi-
dent’s activities in the files and the war 
in Iran. 

1o Kings protests are conducted 
regularly in Kentucky cities like Pa-
ducah and /exington, national cities 
like 1ew <ork and Washington D.C. 
and have also appeared worldwide in 
cities such as Paris and Tokyo.

Michael Stickler, a Vietnam War vet-
eran, said he joined the protest to sup-
port the people against violence in the 
United States. 

³We have been put in a position now 
that this is like neighbor against neigh-
bor,´ Stickler said. ³That’s so wrong 

because we love our neighbors around 
the world, and that’s what we’re trying 
to emphasize here today.´ 

Mike Sorrendo, a Murray resident, 
waved a particular black and white Àag 
with three down-pointed arrows. The 
Àag belonged to the 1�30’s German re-
sistance group against the 1azi party 
² the Iron Front. Sorrendo said this 
Àag Àies at his house.

³Our resistance is probably going to 
be more successful,´ Sorrendo said. 
³�The Iron Front� found it important 
to stand up for what they thought and 
believed in as far as government, and 
although they weren’t successful, I 
think they set kind of a bar for those 
of us who believe in democracy.´

Barbara Phillips, a /exington res-
ident, was visiting western Kentucky 
for the national geocache at /and Be-
tween the /akes when the protest was 
announced. 

³It’s a wonderful annual event,´ 
Philips said about the geocache. ³It’s 
part of the amazing splendor, wonder 
and beauty of our national forests and 
parks ² which are being raped by the 
current administration.´ 

P l e ase  se e  P r ot e st  |  5

0ran controls the :trait oM /ormua.

River Murt/The News
7rotesters stanK on the corner oM North ��� anK ��th streets.
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Heckler car swerves into protestors
Philips told The News she and her fam-

ily weren’t needed in Lexington to protest 
the president. With Philips’s family hav-
ing academic ties to Murray State, paying 
property taxes in Marshall County and 
being a Kentuckian — protesting at an 
event like this means something.

“This is home, of course, Kentucky is 
one of those states that was divided in the 
Civil War in a way, and we’re headed that 
way now, and we hate to see it,” Philips 
said. “These (Murray folks), I’m very glad 
to see them. To us in Lexington, this is 
not a big deal, and this is a small crowd 
— but here in deepest, reddest Kentucky, 
this takes some courage … I’ve really en-
joyed meeting the people that I’ve met 
here.”

Philips’s comment on courage was test-
ed when a car swerved into protesters.

A woman protester, 59, who asked to 
be anonymous to protect her federal job, 
said the car swerved into them after its 
driver was swearing and heckling at 
them.

³�The driver� was leaning over, Àipping 
us off, and obviously didn’t hold the wheel 
as much,” she said. “You could tell it was 
an accident. Like they were almost scared 
that it happened, too. But their (right) 
front wheel hit the curb and almost came 
up over the curb. You could hear it pop … 
it probably popped their tire.” 

1o one was hurt and the driver Àed 
the scene.

While fellow protesters Jacque Wat-
son and Peggy Veal shared similar senti-
ments with Philips, they said they want-
ed to know where the youth were, and 
they were not alone. Many protesters 
pulled aside a 1ews staffer to ask the 
same question.

“We need to get some more young 
people because I know they’re getting 
disillusioned too,” Watson said. “They 
need to show up.”

Courtney Peery, the organizer of the 
Murray event, said this protest was not 
a part of the larger No Kings protest list 
for Kentucky cities. Instead, the Callo-
way County Human Rights Advocacy 
group, which also led the ICE Out pro-
test on Feb. 17, organized the Murray 
event. 

Peery said the turnout was “way big-
ger” than expected, and has “more than 
doubled” since February. Peery also said 
with a partnership in activism with In-
divisible, another advocacy group plan-
ning to establish itself in Murray, she 
hopes the numbers will grow further.

The first meeting for the Murray Indi-
visble group will be held at The Big Ap-
ple on 1005 Arcadia Circle, on April 17 
at 6 p.m.

The Àyer provided to 1ews staff at the 
protest says all are welcome. River Murt/The NewsProtesters stand on the corner of North 121 and 12th streets.

Continued from page 4
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Campus speaks on inequalities at University
She l b y  B l oome r
Staff Writer
sb l oomer@murraystate.edu

As Women’s History Month comes to a close, stu-
dents and faculty say many are unaware of the campus 
resources available to them and offer suggestions for 
ways Murray State University could improve gender 
eTuity. 

Following the passage of House Bill 4 last year ² 
a law preventing public institutions from providing 
benefits or differential treatment based on factors like 
race and sex ² Diversity, ETuity and Inclusion pro-
grams were dismantled in public universities nation-
wide. Murray State was no exception, with the Univer-
sity’s Pride Center and Women’s Center becoming the 
Oakley Student /ounge and Oakley Resource Center, 
respectively. 

Presley Billingsley, a freshman majoring in sociol-
ogy, is the president of the University’s 1ational Or-
ganization for Women Campus Action 1etwork. She 
said the changes made to campus resources to make 
them compliant with HB 4 have caused some confu-
sion among MSU 1OW members who are now unsure 
of what resources are available to them and where to 
find them.    

³That’s a really big issue we’ve been dealing with,´ 
Billingsley said. 

Resources for women on campus include the Oakley 
Resource Center, which provides free period products 
for those who need them. Billingsley said MSU 1OW 
and some faculty members also stock certain bath-
rooms with period products when possible. 

However, she said it’s something that the University 
could be doing campus-wide.

³Having period products in every bathroom ² even 
the men’s bathrooms ² would be helpful, especially 
with the rising costs of everything,´ Billingsley said. 

One of the faculty members helping to stock prod-
ucts in Faculty Hall bathrooms is MSU 1OW faculty 
adviser Christine /indner, an associate professor of 
history and the president of West Kentucky 1OW. 
/indner said there are even fewer resources for fac-
ulty than there are for students, and many faculty are 
unaware of the resources they have available to them. 

³There’s confusion on, like, who do we even talk to 
when we have an issue when it comes to harassment 
or personal conÀicts,´ /indner said. ³Do we go to HR" 
Do we go to Title I;" It’s all very confusing.´

One thing she said would be a useful addition to fac-
ulty resources is an ombudsman ² an independent, 
impartial ȯcial who investigates and mediates con-
Àicts. 

³An ombudsman would make a huge difference,´ 
/indner said. ³Somebody who would be able to me-
diate the conversations between faculty, staff and ad-
ministration and would be able to illuminate some of 
the gaps in services ... I think that, to me, pursuing an 
ombudsman would be a really important kind of first 
step.´

/indner said as a professor, students have expressed 
a sense of confusion about available resources and 
where to find them. She found her own solution to that 
problem.

³What I did a couple years ago was I just made a 
list of all the support structures and services for stu-
dents on campus and off campus,´ /indner said. ³I 
make that available on my syllabus, the homepage of 
my Canvas page, and now we’ve also uploaded it to the 
Canvas page of the history department ... I share every 
semester with all of my colleagues as well.´

/indner said the resources available to both stu-
dents and faculty should be made more accessible 
and well-known, and wants that issue to become 
more of a priority. 

³The fact that a number of our, you know ² on-cam-
pus for both students and faculty ² the resources 
have been renamed and so some people don’t even 
know about them´ /indner said. ³And that’s coming 
from the federal government, but also the state gov-
ernment, and ... I think the University is in a really 
di̇cult situation, but I wish the University would 
take a little bit of a bolder step to recognize how ben-
eficial having women on faculty, staff and as students 
are, and taking more proactive steps to make sure 
that we are safe and feel fully valued.´

Billingsley and /indner both said they felt seen, 
valued and respected as women in their respective 
fields and departments; however, they both acknowl-
edge that it may not be the case for women in more 
science-based areas. 

³I’ve talked to people in the science department, 
and �they’re� not treated as the same,´ Billingsley 
said. 

Billingsley also said she thinks the Title I; ȯce 
should have a specific way of handling and labeling 
gender-based violence separately from other types of 
verbal or physical assault. 

³I think there should be a differentiation between 
violence and gender-based violence, because they 
come from a different place,´ Billingsley said. ³I feel 
like there’s not enough of a distinction between gen-
der violence against women and women who experi-
enced violence.´

While a lack of knowledge about resources has 
been a longstanding issue on campus, the recent 
crackdown on DEI initiatives has made it more 
prevalent. 

³I think in this current political climate, there’s a 
lot of uncertainty ... of what we can talk about, what 
we can teach about, and it’s been very unclear, you 
know, what protections we have �and� where we can 
go for safe spaces to even talk about these issues,´ 
/indner said.  

The University has a list of resources available on 
its website, both on and off campus. These include 
the Oakley Resource Center, the Oakley Student 
/ounge, the Counseling Center, the Racers Helping 
Food Pantry and others. West Kentucky 1OW is 
off-campus, but also offers a number of resources, 
including period products. 

Avery “Gingy” Poston/The News
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Anti-tenure House bill passes in state senate

R iv e r  M u r t
News Editor
rmurt1 @murraystate.edu

The Commonwealth of Kentucky has 
less than two weeks left in its legislative 
session, meaning the General Assem-
bly has nearly two weeks to draft and 
pass new legislation. 

At this time, previously The Mur-
ray State News reported bills such as 
House Bills 769, 497, 646 and 773 have 
not progressed for some time, and will 
likely die in the legislative process. 

These bills respectively involved ex-
tending KEES eligibility, tuition waivers 
for children of disabled or deceased ser-
vicemembers, declaring abortion med-
ication a “controlled substance,” and 
making it a (felony or misdemeanor) to 
trȧc and creating a domestic violence 
offender registry. 

Its exceptions are HB 156, a bipar-
tisan bill which would end child mar-
riage in the state, and the postsecond-
ary education impacting HB 490 — a 
bill intending to “undercut” tenure in 
Kentucky. 

While HB 156 is still in a read-
through process in the Senate, HB 490 
and its planned rewrites to the exist-
ing standard language for tenure in 
the state have passed the Senate, and 
would allow a university to remove a 
faculty member without exception. 

The Senate passed the bill 30-7 on 
March 27. It has not progressed fur-
ther in the legislative process with Gov. 
Andy Beshear. 

Ray Horton, a tenured English pro-
fessor, said this directly affects the ed-
ucation of college students; tenure is 
supposed to provide a “degree of secu-
rity” for the faculty of a university. 

“Beyond the academic freedom is-
sues, it is telling students at Kentucky’s 
public universities that they are only 
worthy of a second-tier education,” 
Horton said. “(Professors will) pur-
sue their teaching and their research 
and invest in the institutions that they 
work for. Without meaningful tenure, 
professors — faculty are going to leave 
Kentucky’s public universities, or, you 
know, look elsewhere when they’re on 
the job market, to private universities 
or states that still retain meaningful 
tenure protections.”

Horton said the language of the bill 
is vague in its power to remove faculty 
for any reason. Its exact language may 
relate to ³financial exigency´ or finan-
cial urgency, low program enrollment, 
misalignment of revenue and costs and 
further issues involving poor conduct. 

He also said as board of regents’ 
members are always poltical appoin-
tees, this added power would be detri-
mental to academic freedom.

Horton said while the bill does not 

require board to act in the manner HB 
490 would allow, Ron Patterson, Mur-
ray State president, was sent a memo 
on March 26, by Faculty Senate Pres-
ident Michael Bordieri, expresing the 
dangers of the bill.

The memo, titled “Why addition-
al statutory authority is not neces-
sary,” said the removal power HB 490 
would allow universities, already exists 
through Murray State’s shared gover-
nance. 

“The Board of Regents has the au-
thority to declare financial exigency 
and to eliminate programs, with those 
determinations informed by structured 
processes that include faculty partic-
ipation and institutional review,” the 
memo reads. “These processes ensure 
decisions are aligned with academic 
mission, long-term institutional stabil-
ity, and public trust.”

According to the memo, the HB 490’s 
enabling power would disrupt the 
structure Murray State has for tenure. 

It would damage the University’s ed-
ucation, the memo says.

“Tenured faculty positions are struc-
tured around an exchange in which 
Tualified individuals accept lower 
market compensation in return for 
longterm stability and academic inde-
pendence,” the memo reads. “If that 
stability is reduced without a corre-
sponding adjustment to compensa-
tion, institutions face a predictable re-
sponse. Highly Tualified faculty are less 
likely to accept or remain in these roles, 
weakening recruitment, retention, and 
program quality.”

Patterson told a 1ews staffer in an 
interview last month, he does not sup-
port the bill and does not want such 
laws to “drive” Murray State decision.

“We want to be able to work with our 
shared governance structure, students, 
faculty and staff as it relates to situa-
tions that arise where we have to make 
cuts,” Patterson said in the interview. 
³We want to have the Àexibility and the 
latitude to work with those constituent 
groups to make mission driven deci-
sions.”

The United Campus Workers of Ken-
tucky released a page on their website, 
asking for 2,000 letters to be written to 
senators to vote no on HB 490 — now 
they are sending a pettion with signa-
tures to Beshear. 

However, with the Kentucky legisla-
tive branch under Republican control, 
HB 490 is expected to be signed into 
law via veto override if Beshear does 
not approve the bill.

The American Association of Univer-
sity Professors also released a state-
ment on HB 490, condemning the 
“abrupt, chaotic, and destabilizing” na-
ture of the bill.

Campus union to petition Beshear; 
bill may become law regardless

Please see Tenure | 9 MacKenzie Rogers/The News
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In conjunction with President 
Patterson's inauguration, share 

your favorite Murray State 
photo to fill the Interactive 
Presidential Gates Mosaic!

Scan here to submit your 
photo!

Monday, April 13th:

2:00-3:30 p.m. - Presidential Panel and Faculty Symposium 
(Don I. Tharpe Lecture Hall, School of Engineering Room 1303)
4:00-4:45 p.m. - Meet Racer One and listen to the Murray 
State Commercial Music Ensemble (Quad)
4:45-6 p.m. - First Lady cookout and ice cream social! Learn 
more about student organizations and residential colleges. Meet
the Racer Band and Dunker! Racer Athletics t-shirt toss. 
Sponsored by Town & Gown. (Quad)
6:00-7:00 p.m. - A special student scavenger hunt with prizes 
awarded to the top 3 teams! (Quad)

Tuesday, April 14th:

11:00 a.m. - Presidential Investiture (Lovett 
Auditorium)
Following the ceremony - Presidential 
Investiture Reception (Pogue Library)

See the full schedule at: 
murraystate.edu/inauguration.

The inauguration of Murray State University’s 15th President, Dr. Ron K. Patterson, will take place 
on Monday, April 13 and Tuesday, April 14. The campus and broader community are invited to 
participate in a series of special events, including...

Students First. Murray State Always. Racers Forever.

Join us in celebrating...

The Presidential Inauguration 

of Dr. Ron K. Patterson
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Todd Wolfson, AAUP president, and 
Randi Weingarten, American Federa-
tion of Teachers president, released a 
statement on March 26, opposing Ken-
tucky’s potential replacement of “aca-
demic stability with political volatility.”

“The bill’s vagueness leaves the door 
open for pretextual terminations that 
would shut down departments and 
majors, closing doors for students and 
eliminating their opportunities to learn 
about a wide variety of topics,” Wolfson 
and Weingarten wrote. “It prioritiz-
es profit over education and partisan 
interests over academic achievement. 
Students who enroll at a Kentucky uni-
versity intending to study a particular 
subject could find their education in-

terrupted and their tuition dollars lost 
if their program is suddenly shuttered.”

Wolfson and Wiengarten urge the bill 
not pass into law. 

Read more on our website:

.reen )andana certifies ��� students

*ontinued from WaNe �

R iv e r  M u r t
News Editor
rmurt1 murraystate.edu

Green Bandana, a mental health or-
ganization seeing its second semester at 
Murray State, held a certification lecture 
led by Ambassador Letitisha Usher and 
welcomed more than two dozen new 
members in Faculty Hall room 208.

The lecture was part of Green Ban-
dana’s mission for members, donning a 
green bandana on their person, to cre-
ate a welcoming and safe environment 
for those struggling with the weight of 
issues they may be facing. 

Members of the organization wearing 
their bandanas, would signify to any-
one, they are someone who can be spo-
ken to and listen without judgement.

“If we’re gonna listen to someone, we 
really kind of almost need to make our-

selves a blank slate like a very neutral 
person, so that we’re not bringing our 
bias or judgment when we’re talking to 
somebody,” Usher said at the lecture. 
³It could be about family cultural differ-
ences. Do you think that cultural differ-
ences between a family that lives in San 
Diego, California might be a little differ-
ent than the ones that live in Pikeville, 
Kentucky? Absolutely.”

Usher also said Murray State has free 
mental health services for the campus 
community and urges new members to 
take advantage of it — and for people 
they may helping.

A sheet of these services are included 
with the certification, and a copy can be 
found on the Murray State News web-
site with this story. 

A person interested in scheduling a 
lecture can contact Angie Trzepacz, at 
atrzepacz@murraystate.edu.

Screenshot of The United Campus Workers’s Instagram post

>ater main breaR disruWts 
>ellness *enter»s oWeration
R iv e r  M u r t
News Editor
rmurt1 @murraystate.edu

The Murray State Wellness Center 
reopened on Wednesday after a water 
main break shut down its facilities.

“(The Center) ... has reopened as 
is resuming its regular operations,” 
The Wellness Center announced on 
Wednesday. “All activities will continue 
as scheduled and the pool will reopen 
at 3 p.m.”

The closure began after the Wellness 
Center annouced its closure on social 
media on Tuesday, March 31, around 7 
p.m., saying it is expected to reopen the 
next day 5:30 a.m.

However, the Wellness Center posted 
again to its social media several hours 
later with uncertain news regarding its 
reopening on April 1. “We were unable 
to get the water working in the Wellness 
Center tonight,” The Wellness Center 
annouced. “We will send out an update 
... Thank you for your patience.”

Screenshot of The Wellness Center Instagram

Letitia Usher explains the certification package new members receive. River Murt/The News

(nti�tenure bill ad]ances
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Rudy’s 
On the Square

specializing in traditional
Southern home-style

comfort food

Breakfast served all day

Open Monday–Saturday
5 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Sundays
6 a.m. – 2 p.m.

104 South 5th Street, Murray
270-917-1207

daily specials recording: 270-917-Rudy (7839)
facebook.com/rudysonthesquare

Your business can appear in Dining Guide.  Call 270-809-4491 for details
or email:  msu.thenewsads@murraystate.edu 

Dining Guide
Murray State Public Relations

Panel spotlights faculty during inauguration
St af f  R e p or t

Murray State faculty will present research during 
the Presidential Panel and Faculty Symposium 
from 2-3:30 p.m., Monday, April 13 as part of the 
Presidential Inauguration for Ron Patterson. 

The symposium, to be held inside the School 
of Engineering’s Don I. Tharpe Lecture Hall (EP 
1303), features each of the University’s academic 
schools and colleges and will be fast paced, en-
gaging presentations — each seven minutes long.
P e e r - t o- p e e r  l e nd ing :  a f r ie nd  or  f oe  t o t he  
p ay d ay  l e nd ing - cr ime  r e l at ionship ?

• Leiza Nochebuena-Evans, assistant profes-
sor of finance

St r u g g l ing  t o b r e at he :  insp ir at or y  mu scl e  
t r aining  in ad ol e sce nt  at hl e t e s

• Nikki Gaylord, associate professor, 
speech-language pathology graduate pro-
gram

A u t hor  d iv e r sit y  and  r e p l icab il it y  in schol -
ar l y  r e se ar ch

•  Sean Rife, professor of psychology
A I  se nsor s r e v ol u t ion:  r e al - t ime  e r g o-

nomic r isk  asse ssme nt  d r iv ing  p r oce ss w ins 
at  l ocal  manu f act u r ing  sit e

• Julie Boyd, assistant professor, occupational 
safety and health department 

C u l t iv at ing  chang e :  p r e p ar ing  ag r icu l t u r -

ist s f or  t he  2 1 st  ce nt u r y
• Trent Wells, associate professor of agricul-

tural education and chair, department of agri-
cultural Science

D ou b l e  t he  st ak e s:  a j oint  ob st e t r ic he m-
or r hag e  and  ne onat al  e me r g e ncy  ( J O H N E )  
simu l at ion f or  p r act ice  r e ad ine ss

• Amy Cook, nurse anesthesia assistant pro-
gram administrator, assistant professor

E x p l or ing  g ame s- b ase d  l e ar ning  in v isu al  
l it e r acy  e d u cat ion

• Dana Thompson,
assistant dean of libraries, research and instruc-

tion librarian and associate professor
“Our Presidential Panel and Faculty Symposium 

will be a powerful reÀection of the curiosity, inno-
vation, and scholarly excellence of our world-class 
faculty at Murray State University,” President Ron 
K. Patterson said. “This is an opportunity to cel-
ebrate the meaningful work of our faculty and to 
recognize the impact their research and dedica-
tion has on our students, our community, and the 
broader world.”

“This is an outstanding group of faculty who were 
selected to present in the showcase,” Murray State 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts Dean Dr. Ni-
cole Hand said. “We are excited that President Pat-
terson chose to feature faculty success as part of his 
inauguration celebration.”
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LISTEN ON-DEMAND
ANYTIME!

ONLINE AT WKMS.ORG
& ON THE WKMS APP

RADIO 101

ALL-MUSIC SHOWS PRODUCED BY
MURRAY STATE STUDENTS

MONDAY - FRIDAY @ 10PM

IS IN SESSION!RADIO 101
IS IN SESSION!RADIO 101
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Kentucky
Cryptids

Down
1. A bipedal creature with 
tentacles
2. A 7-foot canine-human 
monster roaming the Land 
Betw�n the Lakes
3. The winged creature known 
as a harbinger of doom
5. A 4-foot monster known 
for disturbing graves for flesh
7. The Eel-pig that roams 
Herrington Lake
8. A 15-foot lizard spo�ed 
near Cable Cr�k

Acro�
4. Half-human, half-goat 
creature that haunts Pope 
Lick Cr�k
6. A being with the body of 
a bear and the mu�le of a 
wolf
9. A legendary 
gargoyle-like creature
10. The cla�ic hairy crea-
ture known acro� the U.S.
11. A Hopkinsvi�e encoun-
ter of extraterrestrial 
beings a�acking a farm
12. A Nelson County 
8-f�t-ta� cryptid

Crossword

Your church can appear in the Where to Worship section.  Call 270-809-4491 for 

details or email:  msu.thenewsads@murraystate.edu 

Where to
Worship

A guide to help you find

First Presbyterian Church
1601 Main Street
(270) 753-6460 

https://fpcmurray.com

No matter who you are...
or where you are on life’s journey...

You are welcome here.

117 S 4th St., Murray, Ky.

WOMEN’S, MEN’S, & CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, 
SHOES & ACCESSORIES

Congrats GradsCongrats GradsCongrats GradsCongrats Grads
Celebrate your grad with 
an ad in our April 23 issue.

Prices range from $55 to $250. 
Contact us at 270-809-4491 or 
msu.thenewsads@murraystate.edu
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Where Leaders are Made.
Majors/Areas
Accounting
Business Administration
Computer Information Systems
Computer Science
Economics
Finance
Logistics & Supply Chain Management
Management
Marketing
Multimedia Journalism
Nonprofi t Leadership Studies
Organizational Communication
Strategic Communications/Advertising
Strategic Communications/Public Relations
Visual Communications/Graphic Communications
Visual Communications/Media Production
Visual Communications/Photography

Graduate programs
Accountancy and Analytics
Business Administration (M.B.A.)
Economic Analytics
Economic Development
Information Systems
Mass Communications/Public Relations concentration
Nonprofi t Leadership Studies
Organizational Communication

Where Leaders are Made.
Majors/Areas
Accounting
Advertising
Business Administration
Computer Information Systems
Computer Science
Economics
Finance
Graphic Communications Media
Journalism
Logistics & Supply Chain Management
Management
Marketing
Nonprofit Leadership Studies
Organizational Communication
Public Relations
Television Production

Graduate programs
Business Administration (M.B.A.)
Cybersecurity 
Economic Development
Information Systems
Mass Communications
Organizational Communication

@MurrayStateCoB

@murraystatecob

Murray State University Arthur J. 
Bauernfeind College of Business

270-809-4181
murraystate.edu/business
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New student thrift space challenges waste, social stigma
G r ay  H aw k ins
Features Editor
h h aw k ins4 @murraystate.edu

A new initiative from the Division of Student Af-
fairs combines waste reduction efforts, volunteer op-
portunities and student resource destigmatization to 
create a campus thrift store.

Campus Thrift, announced on March 2, on the 
Oakley Resource Center Instagram page, is a sec-
ondhand µshopping’ space for Murray State students 
to find commonly desired items for free. Abigail 
Cox, director of the Oakley Student /ounge and the 
Oakley Resource Center, has organized a donation 
collection to prepare for the space’s opening next 
semester. 

³We want this to be a waste reduction project, 
which is obviously going to take the effort of lots of 
people on campus,´ Cox said. ³We want this to be a 
service-oriented project, so it can be a place where 
students who like to volunteer to be involved with, 
or students who are just interested in giving back.´

The announcement’s list of acceptable items in-
cluded casual clothing, bags and physical media such 
as books, card games and music. A list of unaccepted 
items specifies that Campus Thrift will not take items 
like undergarments, jewelry, professional clothing 
and food. Cox said this will help ensure item Tuali-
ty control in the space and prevent overlap with the 
Career Closet and Racer Food Pantry.

The concept for Campus Thrift was suggested by 
Sidda Roche �they�them�, a senior anthropology ma-
jor and staff member of the Oakley Student /ounge, 
when Cox prompted lounge employees to research 
other universities’ student affairs departments for 
activities they would like to see at Murray State. 
Roche focused their search on the University of Ar-
kansas, where the student affairs department pro-
moted the SEW Closet, a thrift-style campus ³store´ 
with donated clothing items. 

Imagining a similar initiative at Murray State re-
minded Roche of the discarded items left in the res-
idential colleges every year when students move out 
in the spring. 

³I’ve filled trash bags full of clothes when I’m doing 
a closet clean out so I don’t have to carry all of this 
stuff home,´ they said. ³My immediate thought was 
this would be so beneficial for campus, not just so 
people can go to get items they need ² or want, it’s 
not necessarily just a need thing.´

While waste reduction on campus is a forward-fac-
ing goal of this initiative, the organizers also aim to 
challenge the ³needs-based language´ that can pre-
vent students from partaking in available resources 
in fear that their needs are not severe enough. 

³People feel like they don’t want to take away an 
opportunity from somebody else,´ Roche said. ³In re-
ality, a lot of these resources are for you, but a lot of 
times there’s this µI’m not starving and I have clothes 
on my back’ mentality that hopefully we can try to 
avoid with Campus Thrift.´

Cox said a large part of making students feel wel-
come at Campus Thrift is collaboration with other 
organizations, such as the nonprofit leadership and 
social work programs, to provide students pursuing 
those majors the opportunity to fulfill their volunteer 
reTuirements. 

³We want to involve as many places on campus in 
collecting items because that indicates to students 
that this is your space �and� this is a give and take 
situation,´ she said. ³<ou are invited to be a part of 
this and partake in this « There is value in provid-
ing students with something they feel engaged and 
connected to.´

As Roche recommended when pitching the initia-
tive, Campus Thrift volunteers will collect accepted 

items from the residential halls at the end of the se-
mester. Chris Trzepacz, college head of Clark Res-
idential College and chair of the council of college 
heads, said the residence halls encourage students to 
drop off their unwanted items in a designated area 
instead of discarding things like functional applianc-
es, old textbooks and clothing in the trashrooms.

³There’s a lot of stuff, so when �Cox� mentioned the 
new thrifting closet, that sounded like a great way 
to benefit our students directly,´ Trzepacz said. ³It’s 
expensive to go to college, and there’s a lot of gently 
used stuff out there. It’s a benefit to the students to 
have access to that.´

Items left in residence halls are collected every 
year by Angel’s Attic, a local nonprofit thrift store. 
Angel’s Attic sorts through viable donations and 
trash at their own facility, reducing the strain on res-
idential halls and janitorial staff during the already 
hectic end-of-year activities.

³It’s a win for all three of us,´ Trzepacz said. ³Res-
idential colleges get to serve their populations, the 
Oakley Resource Center is supporting students and 
Angel’s Attic is serving the larger community. It’s a 
great initiative.´

Cox said volunteers will collect a few moving bags’ 
worth of acceptable items from the residence halls 
before Angel’s Attic arrives to take the rest.

³We wanted to make sure it’s successful and a 
Tuality experience for students, and for that to 
happen, it needs to be organized, manageable and 
something they feel like is done well,´ she said. ³We 
want to be very intentional with the volunteers that 
we’re looking for a variety of items, styles and sizes 
« Think about the general student body and make 
sure you’re collecting a variety of things for a variety 
of people.´

Campus Thrift opens in the fall 2026 semester 
inside the Oakley Resource Center, c102 Oakley 
Applied Science, a space currently used as a study 
lounge. Cox said students must provide their Racer 
Card to claim up to five items per month from the 

space. 
For more information about donations, end-of-year 

collection volunteering or volunteering in the space 
next semester, email acox33#murraystate.edu.

MacKenzie Rogers/The News

Graphic provided by Oakley Resource Center
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Beehive removed from Lovett Auditorium by local beekeepers
A insl e y  B e at t y
Chief Copy Editor
ab eatty2 @murraystate.edu

Dodging bees buzzing around cam-
pus can feel like a nightmare when 
you’re just trying to get to class. Plenty 
of students are allergic to bees, fear be-
ing stung or might have a general dis-
trust of any insect Àying around their 
faces; however, these pollinators are 
incredibly important to local ecosys-
tems and food crops. 

Bees and their hives must be treated 
properly — no matter where they may 
be found.

A beehive discovered inside the wall 
of the men’s restroom in Lovett Au-
ditorium spurred a search for proper 
care and removal in mid-March. Jason 
Youngblood, assistant vice president of 
Facilities Management, said Facilities 
Management ȯcially decided to pro-
ceed with the removal on Wednesday, 
March 18, after initial reports reached 
his ȯce on Friday, March 13.

Wes and Laura Standifer of South-
ern Honey LLC conducted the re-
moval through Seavers Beavers and 
More Wildlife Management, a Ken-
tucky-based animal removal company.

To minimize risks to the campus 
community and the bees, the Standif-
ers handled removal processes during 
the University’s spring break on Satur-
day, March 21.

Laura Standifer said they used ther-
mal imaging to determine the best way 
of opening the wall and extracting the 
hive inside. The beehive, estimated 
to be three years old, measured 2 feet 
wide and 4 feet tall and was partially 
stuck to the concrete dry wall.

“The bees weren’t too happy about 
it since the entire colony had to be 
rebuilt into a bee box, along with the 
rest of the hive that was still inside the 

wall,” Laura said. “Even though we had 
to tear into their home, the bees were 
incredibly docile and didn’t try to sting 
either of us.”

Youngblood said it was important to 
have the hive removed from Lovett, not 
only for those on campus with bee al-
lergies, but for the structural damage a 
large hive can cause. 

“A large colony can accumulate up 
to 400+ lbs of honey, putting immense 
pressure on structural beams and ceil-
ings, leading to potential collapse,” he 
said.

Wes Standifer said the number one 
thing people need to know about find-
ing a beehive in the home or a business 
building is not to kill it.

“Killing the hive will only lead to 
more issues, such as drawing other 
bugs and rodents to the honey, includ-
ing more bees,” Wes said. “It will also 
smell as the larvae start to rot, creating 
a whole other issue. Then there is the 
melting honey that will run down the 
ceiling or walls and, like water, it will 
find its way out or into every nook and 
cranny it can.”

Killing beehives can also result in 
legal recourse as the Federal Insecti-
cide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act 
of 1947/1972’s KRS 217B prohibits the 
use of insecticide against honey bees.

4ualified contractors like the Stan-
difers and local beekeepers as listed by 
the Kentucky State Beekeepers Associ-
ation have the proper equipment and 
resources to safely remove and relocate 
the hive to a more appropriate location 
without harming the bees, residents 
near the hive or themselves. 

Jesse Adams, a senior business man-
agement and occupational safety and 
health major, has been a beekeeper 
for eight years. He said he first noticed 
the bees around campus before spring 
break and followed their “bee line” 

back to Lovett. Adams said he was glad 
to see the hive removal done properly 
and in a way that did not endanger stu-
dents or the bees.

“There needs to be more of an em-
phasis on the distinction between an 
exterminator and a wildlife manag-
er,” Adams said. “Someone could have 
easily sprayed these bees with a can 
of wasp spray and been done with the 
whole situation. Murray State Univer-
sity made the right decision by having 
the bees removed by someone who un-
derstood the inherent risks, the proba-
bility of something going awry and the 
severity of what could happen if control 
measures failed.”

The Standifers relocated Lovett’s 
beehive to their own hive yard in May-
field, Kentucky. /aura said the bees are 
now thriving in their new home on the 
farm.

“We have a bee yard next to our 
horse pasture and far away from any 
fields that get sprayed with pesticides,´ 
she said. ³It is close to lots of Àowers, 
budding trees and a creek, so the bees 
have everything they need.”

Photo provided by Wes Standifer
Honey bees crawl on a fragment of the beehive removed from Lovett Auditorium’s men’s restroom.

Photo provided by Wes Standifer
A thermal imaging device shows the beehive’s 
heat signature behind the wall.
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Despite the breakneck pace of this 
academic year, Murray State Univer-
sity saw numerous changes across the 
University — both good and bad. With 
a student body as vocal as Murray 
State’s, how the University approach-
es our needs is vital. In one last retro-
spective as the semester races through 
its final lap, I have to ask — how did 
the changes made this year meet the 
needs and expectations of the campus 
community?

In the spring of 2025, Ron Patterson 
was named the University’s president. 
If any year was going to be the time for 
changes, it was going to be Patterson’s 
maiden voyage. 

This year, thankfully, saw many 
improvements. 

Academically, the future is shining 
bright for the University because of 
changes and plans put in place over 
the last year. Several academic pro-
grams, such as the Masters of Busi-
ness Administration, the journalism 
and mass communications department 
and the computer science and infor-
mation systems department have add-
ed and revamped, or plan to, different 
programs.

The School of Nursing and Health 
Professions’ new building, Jackson 
Hall, has made major progress this 
past year. The current plan is for the 
building to be operational for the fall 
2026 semester. The new building 
will relocate nursing classes from the 
60-year-old Mason Hall. A breath of 
fresh air — and fresh ventilation — is a 
welcome change for nursing students.

The new nursing building, while a 
great addition to the campus, high-
lights a serious underlying issue — the 
academic buildings are very outdated. 

Wilson Hall and the Business Building, 
in true Midwestern fashion, fluctuate 
in temperature anywhere from the 
bottom to the top of the thermometer. 
Faculty Hall’s elevators and doors are 
always operating on their last wire. 
Wheelchair accessibility is inconsis-
tent at best — multiple buildings only 
have ramps completely out of the way 
from the main path. While the addi-
tion of Jackson Hall will be great for 
students and faculty alike, I hope the 
University takes a look at renovating 
older buildings before adding new 
ones. Replacement cannot be the solu-
tion for every outdated building. 

The important academic develop-
ments this year were not unaccompa-
nied. Murray State made major efforts 
this year to change the daily lives of 
students on campus. Some of these 
changes were incredibly welcome. 

Winslow Dining Hall has made ma-
jor improvements. The previous aca-
demic year was one filled with com-
plaints about the quality of food, 
labeling of ingredients and availabil-
ity of stations. Luckily, this past year 
has shown that the University and So-
dexo have tried to listen. Food quality, 
at least in my opinion, has improved 
significantly from last year. When-
ever I’m in Winslow, I see more sta-
tions open more consistently than they 
were. Winslow has also been hosting 
more events and theme nights, such 
as the carnival-themed dinner on Feb. 
26. Late last month, Winslow added a 
soft serve machine to the dessert sta-
tion, and has quickly become a student 
favorite. 

The quality of Winslow has absolute-
ly improved this year, so hopefully this 
trend continues into the next year.

Despite the improvements, it is 
important to note that Winslow still 
struggles with the proper labeling 
of food. Stations outside of Simple 

Servings are safer for students with 
dietary restrictions, with ingredients 
and potential allergens more consis-
tently listed for the food at each sta-
tion. However, that improvement only 
applies if the signage is correct and 
transparent. Oftentimes, it’s neither. 
For example, the dessert station will 
label “assorted cookies,” with no dis-
tinction between them. Peanut butter 
cookies and oatmeal cookies are placed 
directly next to each other, posing an 
incredibly serious risk for students 
with allergies. Until Winslow takes 
further steps to ensure the safety of 
students with proper labeling, I can-
not extend my full praise to the dining 
hall. 

Unfortunately for students and fac-
ulty alike, the parking situation across 
campus remained absolutely abysmal 
this year. If anything, it actually be-
came significantly more of a problem. 
Most of the parking lot behind Price 
Doyle Fine Arts and Oakley Applied 
Sciences was demolished last year 
to make way for the construction of 
Jackson Hall. This year, more of the 
remaining parking lot was blocked off 

for the construction project. At the 
start of the spring semester, a portion 
of the parking lot by Hart Residential 
College was blocked off for the con-
struction of the new learning commons 
between Hart Hall and the Wellness 
Center. 

With enrollment on the rise, the 
current degradation of parking across 
campus poses a worrying problem. 
The University is constructing build-
ings without parking lots to go along 
with them. If there are no significant 
additions to parking in the upcoming 
years, Murray State is going to have 
more cars than spaces to accommodate 
them. I hope that the University takes 
measures to fix the issues it created 
with parking this year. 

The last year, while imperfect, has 
been a promising one for the Univer-
sity. It has set up a bright future for 
academics, with better buildings and 
expanded opportunities for students. 
The University has made it clear that 
it cares about Murray students — that 
much is evident. Let’s just hope that 
interest in student needs sticks around 
so that we want to do the same. 

Shoes up or down?
Racer year in review

Owen Hansen/The News
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BATTER
UP!

   The Racers softball team is in action for 
the Spring season. The team plays this week, 
April 3-4 at UIC for a double header on Fri-
day and a single game on Saturday.
   Scan the QR code to see the full gallery of 
the previous game against the Austin Peay 
Governers.

Photos by 
Ali Garrett and 
Lindsey Hopper
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The Honor Society of  Phi Kappa Phi is the most prestigious academic honor society at Murray State University. 
Membership is highly selective and by invitation only. Each year, the top 7.5% of  the junior class, the top 10% of  the 
senior class, and the top 10% of  graduate students are invited to join. Phi Kappa Phi is an interdisciplinary honor society, 
meaning that students must do well in all of  their coursework.

Murray State University’s newest initiates will be recognized during Scholars Week at an induction ceremony at 4 p.m., 
:edQesday��$SrLO�����LQ�tKe�:aterfi�eOd�/LErary�*aOOery.

Congratulations to the new student members of  The Honor Society of  Phi Kappa Phi at Murray State University!

Brynlee Butler
Deborah Cauthen
Lizabeth Conkle
Entropy Cramer
Mouhamed Diagne
Jesse Hutchens
Astha Karki
Kristen Pacheco

Trinten Patten
Alessandra Donaldson
Isabella Eads
Andrew Gaby
Sara Gorman
William Gray
Daniel Grubbs
Homira Hane

2025-26 Chapter Offi cers
• Dr. Melony Shemberger, president
• Assistant Provost Ashley Ireland, president-elect
• Dr. Renee Fister, treasurer
• Devin Paige Frisch, student vice-president
• Piper McClain, student vice-president
• Jyotiraditya Thakkar, student vice-president
• Nishita Trivedi, student vice-president

For more information about Phi Kappa Phi, contact 
Dr. Shemberger, mshemberger@murraystate.edu.

“Let the love of  learning rule humanity.”
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Racer softball tries to find momentum
A nna K nase l  and  R il e y  St at on
Contributing Writers
ak nasel @murraystate.edu
rstaton1 @murraystate.edu

With 19 games remaining in the 2026 
season for Racers softball, let’s take a 
look at how they’ve done since midway 
through March.
M ar ch 1 3 - 1 4  v s V al p ar aiso

The only series win in March came 
against the Valparaiso Beacons, when 
the Racers took the series despite a 
rough first game. A two-run fifth inning 
for Valparaiso decided the first game. 
Even though the Racers lost the match-
up, both senior outfielder Bailey Broem-
mer and junior utility Adison Hicks hit 
a home run and sophomore utility Katy 
Huels hit a double. 

The Racers recovered in their second 
game that day with a 7-6 win. Sopho-
more outfielder Kynadee Warner went 
3-5 with one RBI; senior infielder Ailey 
Schyck went 3-4, and senior utility Riley 
Jestadt went 1-1 with two RBI in a pinch 
hit at-bat. Murray State had 12 hits while 
limiting Valparaiso to nine.

Murray State followed up the next day 
with a shutout to steal the series. Soph-
omore pitcher Karlye Graber pitched a 
complete game shutout with two strike-
outs, one walk and seven hits given up. 
Warner went 2-3 with two singles and 
an RBI. 

Although the Racers had fewer hits 
than Valparaiso, they brought the run-
ners on base around to score when it 
mattered which ultimately won them 
the game.
M ar ch 2 0 - 2 1  at  E v ansv il l e

Evansville started the series against 
the Racers by pitching a shutout for a 
3-0 win. Despite the loss, the Racers had 
six hits in the game, including a two-hit 
game for senior utility Ava Ozment. 

The Racers continued to struggle 
even after a strong seventh inning for 
the second game of their doubleheader 
against Evansville, where they fell short 
6-5. Evansville racked up five runs in 
the first inning, but Murray State tied 
the game in the seventh inning, only for 
Evansville to walk it off in the bottom of 
the inning.The Racers had five doubles 
in the game from freshman catcher Al-
lie Waldron, sophomore infielder Kenley 
Minor, Schyck and Broemmer. Waldron 
and Broemmer both had a two-hit day 
to assist in their comeback at the end of 
the game.

With two straight losses to Evans-
ville, they managed to take home a win 
in their final game of the series. Senior 
pitcher Bre Haislip pitched a strong 6.1 
innings, where she struck out three and 
allowed only one hit. Waldron was 3-4 
with a double, while junior utility Park-
er Holcombe was 2-2 with two hits, two 
walks and one RBI. 
M ar ch 2 4  at  B e l mont

Murray State found their offensive 
footing early in game one of their dou-
bleheader with Belmont. Waldron 
scored a two-RBI home run, followed 
by an RBI single from Minor. The Bru-
ins quickly responded at the bottom of 
the first with a solo home run to bring 
the deficit to 3-1, but the Racers struck 
again in the fifth, with Warner advancing 
home on a Belmont defensive error.

Holcombe hit a single to advance an-
other two runners home, bringing Mur-
ray State’s lead to 6-1. Murray State add-
ed a final two runs at the top of the sixth, 
with Waldron scoring a two-RBI double. 
The Bruins’ offense attempted a come-
back, but the Racers held on to take the 
8-4 win in game one.

Warner walked twice in the game and 
scored a run. Haislip took the mound for 
the majority of the game, striking out 

three batters and allowing three runs 
and eight hits in five innings. Graber 
closed the game, allowing only two hits 
and one run in two innings.

Murray State struggled to carry this 
momentum into the second game. Bel-
mont scored five runs in the first two 
innings. Ozment hit an RBI double to 
score the Racers’ first run. It would be 
their last, however, and another two 
runs in the fourth and sixth allowed the 
Bruins to take the 7-1 victory to tie the 
series.

Junior pitcher Raylee Roby started the 
game before being pulled in the second, 
allowing four runs on four hits. Graber 
pitched the remainder of the game, al-
lowing three runs in 4.2 innings pitched.
M ar ch 2 5  v s A u st in P e ay

The Racers returned to Murray after 
five straight road games to face former 
OVC foe Austin Peay. Holcombe got the 
scoring started first for the Racers with 
an RBI single to score Waldron after she 
doubled in the at-bat prior. The Gover-
nors offense got going by scoring four 

runs in the top of the second, three of 
those coming off a three-run homer.

Austin Peay hit another home run in 
the top of the fourth inning to extend the 
lead to four before Schyck hit a solo shot 
in the bottom half of the inning to bring 
the score to 5-2.

Austin Peay scored the final two runs 
in the top of the fifth and shut down the 
Racers offense for a 7-2 win. 

Freshman pitcher Hailey Brereton 
took the loss after surrendering three 
runs and walking six batters.

Warner leads the Racers in batting av-
erage with a .354 BA and in hits with 35. 
Waldron trailing behind with a .345 av-
erage and 30 hits. Waldron, Broemmer 
and Schyck all tie the team lead home 
runs with three. Haislip leads the team 
in earned runs average with a 3.13 ERA 
and strikeouts with 46. 

The Racers head to Chicago for a 
three-game series against the UIC 
Flames with a doubleheader on Friday, 
April 3 and another game on Saturday, 
April 4.

MacKenzie Rogers/The News
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Baseball set to make home debut
Zach Simmons
Editor in Chief
zsimmons@murraystate.edu

After 28 games played away from Johnny Reagan 
Field, the Murray State baseball team will finally 
host a home series.

Murray State officials announced on March 30 on 
the athletics social media pages and GoRacers.com 
that “phase one” of the baseball field renovations is 
complete.

This first phase included a new scoreboard, out-
field wall and drainage throughout the outfield. 
These upgrades were completely donor-funded.

“We are making a tremendous amount of progress 
by revamping the facility profile of Johnny Reagan 
Field to make it one of the best in the Missouri Val-
ley Conference,” said Nico Yantko, athletics director. 
“We continue to prioritize fan experience and reve-
nue generation in all of our facilities, and the com-
pletion of the first phase of this project will have a 
major impact on our baseball program as we look to-
wards hosting the Missouri Valley Conference Tour-
nament in May.”

The video board placed behind the right-center 
field fence is a 20-foot-by-40-foot board, making it 
the largest video board in a Missouri Valley Confer-
ence baseball field and is comparable to some found 
in power conference ballparks. The video board will 

be able to show stats, live video feed and Trackman 
data. The athletics department also plans to host 
movie nights at the ballpark using the scoreboard.

The infield has been completely replaced with turf 
from FieldTurf’s DoublePlay system. The goal of the 
turf is to “replicate the best ballparks in America,” 
according to FieldTurf’s website. Eighteen Division 1 
schools use FieldTurf’s DoublePlay system, including 
fellow MVC school Illinois State.

“We’re incredibly excited to expand our relation-
ship with Murray State University and the Racers 
athletics department. Murray State is the latest 
among a long list of elite college baseball programs 

to entrust the FieldTurf DoublePlay system on its 
home field,” JC Field, national baseball development 
manager at FieldTurf, said on a GoRacers.com post. 
“As the surface of choice at Roy Stewart Stadium for 
nearly two decades, we look forward to extending our 
presence on campus to Johnny Reagan Field.”

The next phase is the Jim and Sue Cash Baseball 
Clubhouse, which will add a 3,000-square-foot facili-
ty that will feature a new locker room, player lounge, 
meeting room and training room behind the right 
field wall.

The first series at Johnny Reagan Field will be 
April 2-4 against the Belmont Bruins.

Photo courtesy of Racers Athletics
Full view of Johnny Reagan Field after the completion of phase one of the renovations.
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