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Vaccines available for upcoming season

Ethan Allen
Contributing Writer
eallen32@murraystate.edu

As the change in seasons approaches, so does the
cold and its illnesses like the flu and even COVID-19.

Despite the recent controversy and politically in-
creasing circumstances from the Department of Health
and Health Services, those in the Murray-Calloway
County area can still receive vaccinations.

According to The New York Times, RFK Jr’s fed-
eral vaccine committee unanimously voted to limit
COVID-19 vaccines, recommending that adults 65 and
older only receive shots after discussing the benefits
and risks with a health care provider.

Kennedy also rescinded endorsements for some flu
vaccines in July. The New York Times writes it was
because the affected vaccines contained a preservative
feared to cause autism and would not be recommended
by federal guidelines.

The panel said anyone ages six months to 64 years
could receive the COVID-19 vaccine if they consulted
with a provider.

Where to receive them

In Murray-Calloway County, you can receive a
COVID-19 and flu vaccine from the following pharma-
cies.

CVS on 100 N. 12th St.

Walmart pharmacy on 809 N. 12th St.

Walgreens on 1205 Main St.

Kroger Pharmacy on 808 N. 12th St.

To receive the vaccination, individuals can go to the
respective pharmacy’s website and schedule an ap-
pointment. But only individuals aged 65+ or individ-
uals between six months and 64 with certain health
conditions/risk factors are eligible.

According to CVS Pharmacy, health conditions/risk
factors that qualify the individual for the COVID-19
vaccination include but are not limited to diabetes,
pregnancy, cancer, heart disease, chronic liver disease,
kidney disease, substance use disorders, if the individ-
ual is a past or current smoker, etc.

For more information about COVID-19 and flu vacci-
nations, please visit the following links.

Centers for Diease Control.

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/risk-factors/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccines/vaccinations.
html

Department of Health and Human Services

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vac-
cines/index.html

https://www.hhs.gov/risk-less-do-more/for-health-
care-providers/patient-handout-what-you-should-
know-about-flu-covid-19-and-rsv-vaccines/index.
html

News Editor River Murt contributed to this story

MacKenzie Rogers/The News
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SGA president says free speech will prevail

River Murt
News Editor
rmurti@murraystate.edu

The First Amendment has been called into question
after people have lost their jobs and talk show host
Jimmy Kimmel was momentarily suspended from
broadcast for speaking about Charlie Kirk’s death.

Now, there is fear for free speech in the United
States.

As reported by NPR, much of the comments people
have made publicly were celebrating Kirk’s death and
acting as critics. But the Associated Press reports the
suspension from ABC came from Kimmel’s criticism
of not Kirk — but of the killer and former MAGA sup-
porter, Tyler Robinson, and the MAGA reaction fol-
lowing after.

“Kimmel’s suspension came after an angry reaction
to comments he made in monologues early last week,”
AP wrote. “A relentless Trump critic in his comedy,
Kimmel suggested that many Trump supporters were
trying to capitalize on Kirk’s death and were ‘desper-
ately trying to characterize this kid who murdered
Charlie Kirk as anything other than one of them.””

Since then, there has been dissent in the Republican
party, namely from Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas.

“Ted Cruz has accused the head of America’s broad-
cast regulator of acting like ‘a mafioso’ in the suspen-
sion of late-night host Jimmy Kimmel — the sharp-
est attack yet from a conservative Republican on the
controversy,” BBC wrote. “He said Federal Communi-
cations Commission chairman Brendan Carr’s threat
to ABC over their comedian’s monologue about slain
conservative influencer Charlie Kirk was ‘dangerous
as hell.”

The topic of censorship has come up as well in light
of the controversies.

“U.S. Rep. Clay Higgins, R-La., posted on X that he
planned to ‘use Congressional authority and every in-
fluence with big tech platforms to mandate immediate
ban for life of every post or commenter that belittled
the assassination,’ in a marked departure from the Re-
publican Party’s stance in the past several years which
has equated content moderation with censorship,”
NPR wrote.

Since these events, questions have been raised for
how this will affect the free speech and activism of
Murray State University.

Ali Khatib, Student Government Association presi-
dent, said free speech at Murray State will be protect-
ed and that it is his role to ensure students’ voices are
heard and respected. He said activism on campus will
not be hindered and no group will be disenfranchised,
and this has become part of his “All gas, no brakes”
campaign slogan.

“That means maintaining an environment where
people feel empowered to speak their minds, while
also ensuring that our campus remains inclusive and
safe for all students,” Khatib said.

It’s his priority.

“Any activism will not be hindered by the current
political climate,” Khatib said. “I believe the best way
to uphold the First Amendment here at Murray State
is through encouraging open forums, protecting the
right of peaceful assembly and working closely with
upper administration so that our policies reflect the
needs and perspectives of the students.”

SGA President-elect Ali Khatib speaks at a rally last spring.

Kristopher Fister/The News

Khatib also said he plans on turning these words
into action when he represents the students at the
Board of Regents.

Ray Horton, an associate professor of English and
United Campus Workers member, received an email
from the UCW-Southeast Executive Board.

The email describes an “ongoing assault to defund
and destroy higher education in the United States and
to threaten the livelihoods of all campus workers.”

“The reasons given for these threats have changed
over time, but these attacks remain consistently an-
ti-worker,” the UCW-Southeast Executive Board
wrote. “University and college campus workers have
the right to a private life outside of their jobs. That
private life includes the right to share openly on so-
cial media, to talk freely at Zoom meetings, to conduct
research and produce scholarship appropriate to their
disciplines, and to discuss politics with their cowork-
ers and in their communities. When speaking on mat-
ters of public concern in their capacity as private cit-
izens, all campus workers at colleges and universities
across the country must be able to speak freely, with-
out fear of retaliation from higher education adminis-
trators, state legislators, or other politicians.”

Horton said the situation at has to be handled with
care and on a case by case basis. He said he’s seen,
on one hand, professors saying horrific things, then
faculty are getting fired for urging concern for school
shootings.

“Or simply reposting Charlie Kirk’s own words —
to their own Facebook pages,” Horton said. “While I
abhor all political violence and believe many of these
insensitive posts exhibit poor judgment and bad taste,
I also think it’s important to recognize that one of the
legacies of Kirk’s own organization, Turning Point
USA, has been to specifically target college professors
deemed ideologically ‘dangerous’ or insufficiently pa-
triotic, and we are definitely seeing the fruits of that
project in the effort to dig through faculty members’

private social media pages for any potentially objec-
tionable content. One of TPUSA’s most durable leg-
acies is its ‘Professor Watchlist,” which is sort of like
‘Rate My Professor’ but for reporting faculty thought-
crime. Professors listed on that website often report
doxxing and targeted harassment.”

There have also been death threats as a result of the
site, NBC reports.

“All that is to say that the widespread rash of fir-
ings happening all over the country in the aftermath of
Charlie Kirk’s murder suggests that this tragedy is be-
ing exploited in the interest of a targeted campaign to
discredit higher education and reinforce this idea that
college is some kind of Weather Underground base
camp,” Horton said. “So while there may be — in fact,
I feel pretty confident that there are — several clear
cases where universities were completely justified in
disciplining the faculty members who were fired or
put on leave, particularly if their statements explicitly
incited or celebrated political violence and especially
if such statements occurred in the classroom, none of
that changes the fact that universities must abide by
their existing protocol for due process, including in-
vestigations, hearings and opportunities for appeal.”

The American Association of University Profes-
sors released an advisory Horton said is meant to be
a guidance “for a climate in which ‘it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to predict the consequences of our
online speech.”

The advisory is written with “great alarm” to college
and university leaders of their “fundamental duty to
protect academic freedom and the absolute necessity
to ensure that the freedom to discuss topics of public
import without constraint is not curtailed under polit-
ical pressure.”

The advisory also reminds that faculty are entitled
to due process in the form of hearings held under
long-standing principles before they may be subject to
discipline.

Reserve your Homecoming ad today

msu.thenewsads@murraystate.edu or call 270-809-4491
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Free speech for Palestine still threatened

Shelby Bloomer
Contributing Writer
sbloomer@murraystate.edu

As the Western world recognizes the Palestinian
state, students and faculty reflect on the value of free-
dom of speech during times of political duress.

Repercussions have been seen for protesting in fa-
vor of Palestine, as seen by the almost 900 arrests
made in the United Kingdom against demonstrators
in support of Palestine in early September. The con-
cern for freedom of speech has only amplified in light
of Charlie Kirk’s murder, where several Americans
have lost their jobs due to comments made about Kirk.

Jocelyn Stark, president of the College Democrats
at Murray State, said while the organization has not
seen repercussions for statements they have made in
support of Palestine, other than online messages or
comments from the community, she recognizes that
student organizations have certain protections that
University employees may not benefit from. She says
many faculty and staff may fear push back from the
University, “especially more recently with Kentucky
universities seeing professors being fired over speech.”

“Having the safety to talk about conflicts in gener-
al without fearing repercussions, as a student or club
member, is extremely valuable and something we see
as necessary on campus. With this conflict being a
genocide supported by our own government, it’s even
more important for our voices, even when in opposi-
tion, to be heard,” Stark said. “As a club, we encourage
everyone on campus to become informed and involved
in politics; part of that is becoming an advocate for is-
sues we see that cause inequality without fear of hav-
ing to conform our message because of retribution.”

Some faculty members, like Thsan Alkhatib, have
continued to express their opinions without fear of re-

percussions. Alkhatib, an associate professor of politi-
cal science and sociology, has been vocal on social me-
dia and in interviews with other media outlets about
his support of Palestine.

“In a democracy, freedom of speech is the most im-
portant right,” Alkhatib said. It’s in the First Amend-
ment for a reason. Advocating for ending genocide
and (promoting) peace and justice in historical Pales-
tine should not be a controversial issue.”

Alkhatib describes the conflict as being apartheid
or ethnic cleansing of Arab Palestinians by the Israel
prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

“Today, the U.S. is giving unlimited support to Ne-
tanyahu, and this support enables his government to
commit all kinds of atrocities and war crimes in the
West Bank and a genocide in Gaza. And that has been
on TV for almost two years!” Alkhatib said. “The world
moved to recognize Palestine as a state as a response
to Israel opting for genocide/Apartheid/ethnic cleans-
ing. The world wants two states.”

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been a long-run-
ning dispute, spanning several decades where ten-
sions between Arab Palestinians and Jewish Israelis
have amounted to major casualties. Much of the vio-
lence has been experienced in the Gaza Strip of Pales-
tine, with the death toll surpassing 66,000, according
to the Associated Press.

Israel, being its own state, exercises a considerable
level of control over Gaza and wishes to exert full con-
trol over the Palestinian territories, says a press re-
lease from the United Nations Human Rights Office
of the High Commissioner. However, several western
countries such as France, the United Kingdom, Cana-
da and Malta have moved to formally recognize Pales-
tine as its own state, joining a long list of countries and
increasing pressure to end the nearly 80-year conflict.

“The recent recognition of Palestinian statehood is

By MacKenzie Rogers/The News

an amazing sign of progress, but ultimately still too
slow,” Stark said. “The United States has still refused
to condemn the ongoing genocide, opting to continue
to fund Israel and support racist language that villain-
izes citizens. We support a free Palestine and a United
States that doesn’t continue to fund injustices across
the world. As Israel and the US has pointed out many
times, the ultimate goal of this genocide is complete
control over Gaza and their willingness to displace
Palestinians in the process. The war crimes that have
been committed and continue to be committed at the
assistance of our government are horrific.”

Alkhatib and the College Democrats are only a small
part of the immense support for Palestine seen in the
United States, with the topic being widely discussed
on social media.

“The world is changing on the Palestine issue.
France, Canada, and other Western countries have
recognized Palestine as a state,” Alkhatib said. “The
US is also changing. Most young Americans sympa-
thize with the Palestinians. The Gaza genocide has
changed the world.”
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Students take research projects to regional conference

Annabelle Massa
Contributing Writer
amassa@murraystate.edu

Research can be focused on more than math and
science. Popular culture, video games and table-top
roleplaying games are the focus for two Murray State
students.

The Popular Culture and American Culture Asso-
ciation in the South (PCAS/ACAS) are hosting a con-
ference where students and professionals can present
research on a variety of topics including movies and
other forms of media. PCAS has been hosting yearly
conferences since 1971, and ACAS joined them to cre-
ate a yearly joint conference in 1977. The conference
publishes two journals, Studies in Popular Culture and
Studies in American Culture.

Samantha Sextonson, a senior creative writing ma-
jor, is attending this year to present on the novel “Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?” by Philip Dick,
the inspiration behind the movie “Blade Runner.” Her
presentation also explores ethical connections to The
Sims, a video game franchise that started in 2000.

“The idea sort of emerged when we were talking
about morality in gaming and whether or not these
simulated lives deserve the respect that we put on hu-
man lives. Just because they can’t feel emotion doesn’t
mean they aren’t trying to,” Sextonson said.

Saralyn Clark, a senior English literature major, is
presenting about how women are portrayed and rep-
resented in canon, or officially licensed, Dungeons and
Dragons games.

“It’s focused on how women can participate in these
games that have mostly centered the male experience
instead of an equal experience,” Clark said. “For exam-
ple, how they are sexualized, and how they are repre-
sented as demonic or evil, like succubi or hags.”

Sextonson’s and Clark’s ideas both emerged from
their Literature in Video Games class: Sextonson’s
when she read “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?”
in class, and Clark’s when doing an analysis of Dragon

Gray Hawkins /The News

Saralyn Clark,left, and Samantha Sextonson, right, took Literature in Video Games in the 2025 spring semester.

Magazine issues from 1980, one of the official D&D
magazines at the time. Andrew Black, an English pro-
fessor, taught the class and suggested Sextonson and
Clark participate in the conference.

“It’s really interesting to see them thinking about
these things where you might think, ‘Oh, these are
just games,’ but they’re thinking about them in a re-
ally scholarly and serious way,” Black said. “We didn’t
really even talk about either of these topics in class.
I've learned almost everything about these topics from
these students, which has been really fun.”

Black said Sextonson and Clark are presenting their
projects with the goal of being published in a journal
for humanities or English. Sextonson and Clark said
these projects, expanded on outside of class, related to
their respective majors.

“It’s more of a fun thing,” Sextonson said. “I want
to work in creative writing, so studying this novel

— specifically a sci-fi novel — was really helpful to see
how characters that aren’t perceived as equal are por-
trayed when this was written versus now as a writer.”

Clark said some of the literary critiques she’s learned
about through her major have been useful within her
presentation.

“My project focuses really heavily on the narrative
and how the audience perceives the narrative,” Clark
said. “I use a lot of literary criticism in my analysis.
Even though it’s not a book, there’s still a lot of literary
techniques to it.”

Sextonson and Clark will be joined by Black and
Emma Franklin, a graduate student pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in English pedagogy, who will be present-
ing a work of her own at the conference.

The 2025 PCAS/ACAS Conference is on Oct. 9-11, in
Huntsville, Alabama. More information about the con-
ference can be found at pcasacasconference.org.
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Regional feminists form youth outreach discussion group

Gray Hawkins
Lifestyle Editor
hhawkinsg@murraystate.edu

In a time and place where expressions of personal
opinion are taken as an invitation for discourse, safe
and regulated discussion outlets are becoming increas-
ingly necessary. For young progressive-leaning and
community-oriented thinkers in the region, the Young
Feminist Meetup provides such an outlet.

The Young Feminist Meetup is a discussion group
affiliated with West KY NOW, the regional chapter of
the National Organization for Women. The group’s sec-
ond meeting was held on Saturday, Sept. 20, at Sweet-
dots in Murray. The meeting primarily consisted of un-
cuided, open conversation among the group, but Young
Feminist organizers Sam Sexton and Reagan Peery
began the meeting with a handout of get-to-know-you
conversation starter questions.

The first question asked what feminism meant to
each person. Sexton said feminism is about a desire
for belonging in an environment where you don’t feel
wanted.

“That’s what it means to me, truly and honestly, es-
pecially in today’s age,” she said. “It’s hard to have an
opinion in a place where it’s not wanted or asked for.
Irying to fight and get that is tooth and nail, but it’s
needed nowadays.”

Peery said for her, feminism is about a sense of
community.

“It’s about being able to sit with that community
and appreciate that there are other people ... who are
like-minded and share the same moral values as you,”
she said. “There’s a lot of negativity, and it’s really easy
to get lost in that.”

Sexton and Peery said Young Feminists Meetup is a
result of West KY NOW’s desire to reach a younger de-
mographic that is relatively absent in the organization.

“We really like hearing perspectives from all gener-
ations,” Peery said. “I think it’s so important for ev-
erybody to be able to express their own opinions no

matter the opinion. It tends to be, nowadays, that one
side tends to be a little more silenced than the other in
Kentucky.”

Christine Lindner, chapter president of West KY
NOW, said the Young Feminist Meetups are part of her
organization’s continued efforts to build a multi-gener-
ational community in western Kentucky where people
feel safe to express their thoughts and be their authen-
tic selves.

“The Young Feminist Meetup was one of Sam and
Reagan’s first ideas as a way to create an opportunity
for other feminist under 35 to gather together, share
stories and build community,” Lindner said. “It is hard
to be a young adult, especially when you feel isolated
due to your beliefs and identity, so finding community
outside of work and school is an important way to de-
velop a healthy support system.”

Sexton said there is not a set date for the next Young
Feminist Meetup, but they intend to have monthly
meetings and branch out into regional communities
including Benton, Murray, Paducah and Mayfield.

“Since (Young Feminist Meetups) are freshly new,
the budget’s kind of small,” she said. “We’re working
with what we've got ... I feel (Sweetdots) was very nice.
It’s very close to (Murray State’s) campus, which makes
it easily accessible.”

Peery said she wants to find more meeting locations
that are free and pose minimal risk of members en-
countering conflict and ridicule in the community.

“We’d love to do more stuff on campus, but it’s hard
to know what we can and can’t do there,” she said. “If
we’re providing a space, we want to make sure it’s safe.”

West KY Now holds chapter meetings on the first
Thursday of each month. Upcoming programming in-
cludes the “October Rotluck” seasonal cookout and a
donation collection for Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. The “October Rotluck” is 4:30 - 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 19, at the Murray State Doran Arboretum’s
Large Pavilion. Donations of specific items including
underwear, sports bras, packaged snacks and more will
g0 to Merryman House Domestic Crisis Center. Items

can be dropped off at West KY chapter and committee
meetings, Young Feminist Meetups, the “October Rot-
luck” event, Wit’s End Records and Future Grounds
Coffee.

West KY NOW works to address issues of repro-
ductive rights and justice, economic justice, violence
against women, racial justice, LGBTQ rights and Con-
stitutional equality from the local to national level.
Lindner said these efforts include providing non-par-
tisan access to voter education resources, communi-
ty support and rights advocacy for topics of regional
concern.

“We believe that working to build a safe, equitable
and just community in our town and region will im-
prove the lives of all that live here,” Lindner said.

For West KY NOW and Young Feminist Meetup
events and programming updates, visit westkynow.org
and their Facebook and Instagram pages @westkynow.

Graphic provided by Christine Lindner
West KY NOW specifies the Merryman House’s needed donations.
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Q. What does freedom of speech mean to you?
Really just expressing the ideas you have. | think when
it comes to freedom of speech, it’s an interesting issue
to have in today’s society because not a lot of people
understand what freedom of speech actually is. | think
for me, freedom of speech is complicated, but we have
to understand in society that if we try to censor some-
body else, regardless if we don’t agree with them or
if it’s offensive, in turn that allows for them to maybe
come back in the future and try to censor us. | think
that’s why when we look at censorship today, it’s a very
slippery slope. When you censor somebody, that’s kind
of giving them permission to say, ‘Okay, | don’t agree
with this thing, and | think it’s bad, so | think we should
censor it.” But there are some terrible things that we
should censor—but | think when it comes to freedom
of speech today, we need to be very careful. (The First
Amendment) is one of the fundamentals of our country.
A lot of people need to respect it, and we also
have to respect other people too. We shouldn’t
use (the First Amendment) as an excuse to not
respect others, and that’s something we can’t forget

to remember.

Q. What are your thoughts on freedom of speech right
now?

I’m very optimistic. | think, although you see stuff in the
headlines talking about restricting speech, as a coun-
try, we still value freedom of speech. If we look at other
examples, we look at Third World countries, they’re not
even close to our level. | think we should still be able to
pat ourselves on the back for the level we can speak.
We can criticize our government without facing any re-
percussions for the most part. We really need to ap-
preciate that. We do have some things to work on, but
| think we need to embrace the balance and recognize
that freedom of speech is integral to our society today.
It’s a beautiful thing.

Q. What does freedom of speech mean to you?

It’s important that everybody has the ability to express
what they think. That’s the beautiful thing about Ameri-
ca. You don’t have to agree with everybody. We’ve had
some amazing conversations with people who don’t
agree with us. But at the end of the day, we’re all hu-
mans and it’s just important to love each other and re-
alize we are all allowed to have our own thoughts.

Q. What are your thoughts on freedom of speech right
now?
Freedom of speech is incredibly important for anybody,
of course. There are obviously limits on it from hate
speech and things that pose a threat to people and
stuff. There was a news article that Google admitted to
imposing on free speech during the year, when Biden
was in the office—they admit-
ted that the Biden administra-
tion suppressed free speech
for topics like COVID-19 on
YouTube and they took
suspended accounts even
though it wasn’t in violation
of YouTube’s regulations.

Q. What does freedom of speech mean to you?

| think freedom of speech is mostly just the idea that
the government won’t react to you in a negative way for
saying something against them. But | don’t think it’s
freedom of speech without consequence — | think
that people around you will maybe ostracize you for
things that you say, and | don’t think that’s necessar-
ily always wrong. But it’s just that the government
won’t prosecute you or you won’t face legal chal-
lenges for just saying something against (the
government) or your general opinion.

Q. What are your thoughts on freedom of
speech right now?

| think it’'s complicated because | think
that the people who tend to say that free-
dom of speech is being attacked are people
who are saying ‘I don’t like what you’re say-
ing, and that bothers me. It makes me feel
like my opinions aren’t valued.” That’s not
freedom of speech either, so | think that peo-
ple are not very open anymore. Even in my
classes, people don’t like to say their opinions
on things and there are unspoken topics you
don’t talk about. But | do think overall we’re
doing pretty good with not prosecuting people
just for words. | don’t feel too bad (about the
state of the First Amendment), | think we can
recover from where we’re at.
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Column: Can we really protect the First Amendment?

MacKenzie Rogers
Associate Editor
mrogers42@murraystate.edu

Within the last two weeks, America has
seen a devastating shift in the political
landscape following the shooting of Char-
lie Kirk, a conservative political activist.
The aftermath unlocked fears in the hearts
of many as thousands witnessed the fun-
damental pillars of our nation begin to wa-
ver. Jimmy Kimmel gets pulled from sta-
tions and university professors fired left
and right. The modern beginning of the
end of our First Amendment rights.

The history of these rights is simple
enough. The Bill of Rights, which harbors
the first 10 amendments of the United
States Constitution, was ratified in Ameri-
ca on Dec. 15, 1791. It is this document that
has established some of the most founda-
tional rights that U.S. citizens have, each
one standing as evidence that the founders
of our country wanted to ensure its people
had rights secured in place.

It is the First Amendment that jour-
nalists have to thank for the freedom of
speech and the press, two of the five free-
doms established within the amendment.
Fifty-five words that have set the prece-
dent of rights that have built America into
what it is today, securing freedoms we
cling to for hope.

The first freedom mentioned in the First
Amendment is the freedom of religion.
The freedom of religion allows people the
freedom to teach, practice, worship and
observe any religion of their choosing, and
not to profess or practice one at all. The
government is required to respect one’s re-
ligious beliefs, or lack thereof, according
to the amendment. Because of this, sep-
aration of the church and state exists, as
the Constitution acknowledges that not ev-
ery person follows the same religion, and
prevents the United States from declaring
Christianity its national religion. Despite
this, it is not uncommon to see political
figures use their faith as justification for
their stances or opinions on matters.

This particular freedom is known for
its modern infringements, with the com-
mon battleground centered around public
schools. In the Supreme Court case McCo-
[lum v. Board of Education, 333 U.S. 203,
231 (1948), this is further distinguished:
“In no activity of the State is it more vi-
tal to keep out divisive forces than in its
schools, to avoid confusing, not to say fus-
ing, what the Constitution sought to keep
strictly apart.”

Fun fact: You have a constitutional right
not to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
The “for God” part was added in 1954 and
is frequently cited as the reason many do
not feel comfortable reciting the pledge.

Next comes the freedom of speech, or
the freedom not to speak at all. Plenty of
Supreme Court cases that have further es-
tablished the extent of free speech protec-
tions. You can engage in symbolic speech,
but no inciting imminent lawless action.
The U.S. is currently in a “speech war,”
according to The New Yorker, referring to

recent moves taken by the current Presi-
dential administration on its censorship of
notable media organizations, like the As-
sociated Press and The New York Times.

The freedom of speech is the most fre-
quently seen of the five freedoms to be
questioned or threatened due to every cit-
izen in America having access to founda-
tions that opportune them the chance to
have their every thought.

All this said, you have the freedom to
speak, kindly or otherwise, but even the
right to free speech has its limitations.

+ Incitement, provoking unlawful
behavior;

e Obscenity, as defined by the legal
definition, which is based on the
Miller Test;

+  Child Pornography: the distribution
and creation of child pornography is
in a category of unprotected speech;

« Defamation: false statements that
cause harm to someone’s reputa-
tion, including libel and slander.
These cases, when brought to court,
are hard to prove due to strict legal
criteria;

e True Threats: statements that com-
municate a serious intent to commit
an act of unlawful violence;

+ Fighting Words: You cannot pro-
voke someone into immediate acts
of violence;

« False Commercial Speech: false or
misleading advertisements

Unless what you are saying could be
twisted into the restrictions above, there
shouldn’t be any legal retribution, but re-
cent cases have shown that even the legal
protections are bendable.

There is a reason that the First Amend-
ment separates the freedom of speech and
the freedom of the press. Freedom of the
press extends beyond what one says, pre-
venting the government from censoring
media organizations. This, too, however,
has its restraints, restricting media or-
ganizations from releasing classified in-
formation and state secrets, and subject
to punishment for libel and violations of
copyright, privacy or judicial orders.

Freedom of the press is often cited as
a necessary mechanism for a healthy de-
mocracy, with journalists assuming the
roles of guards, providing information that
discloses to the general public of changes
occurring in the world. Without the press,
there would be no one to fact-check or
question decisions made, discuss laws and
bills, or cover live-briefings for the world
to see.

As a journalist, the freedom of the press
and speech are the two most important
freedoms. It is because of the First Amend-
ment that I even have the opportunity to
write this column, to have my thoughts on
the First Amendment and the disaster that
is brewing in D.C.

Without other journalists to report on
the affairs, to comment on the problems,
we would be blind to the truth hidden be-
hind the curtains. There is a reason the
Pentagon wants to censor media outlets
from releasing information.

When those in-
vestigations stir
up some tension
and questions, and
people wish to vo-
calize their unease,
the right to assemble
comes into play. The
right to assemble allows
people to gather peace-
fully to express and defend
their views and opinions.
The moment these assem-
blies become violent, the
protection cast by the right
vanishes.

On campus, this is seen in the
free-speech zone, but people can
assemble almost anywhere with a
few exceptions. The government
can impose a few restrictions that
can impact the time and place one
can assemble, the content-neutral
time, place and manner restrictions
(TPM). Placing noise limits and re-
stricting assemblies on government
property are a few of the restrictions
under the TPM.

If you want to wave a flag and shout
against the tyranny, go ahead! Uti-
lize the voice the Founding Fathers
fought to offer us.

The final right inside the First
Amendment is the right to petition.
Did your right to assemble not do
enough? The right to petition allows
citizens to complain to the govern-
ment to “redress grievances” with-
out the fear of punishment. This
right lets people write to lawmakers,
sign petitions or lobby for change.
Petitions are often one of the first
legal steps taken to get government
recognition of interest in changes.
Where the press writes about the
grievances, it is the right to petition
that sets some change into motion,
putting the protection of minority
rights in the hands of the people.

The power of petitions is that
they only get stronger with more
support and visibility, which
loops back to the freedom’s sib-
ling amendment sharer. You need
each pillar of the First Amend-
ment for the structure to stand.

You can think all you want
about journalists and the stories
we write, about the people who
storm the streets with vibrant
signs shouting for change. The
First Amendment has offered
us all a chance to make a stand,
to put ourselves in a position
to change things. But even
if you aren’t thinking about
petitioning a house bill or
critiquing the presidential
administration, you could
be texting or posting some-
thing to Instagram.

Just know, the First
Amendment is the reason
you can.
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Local Halloween attraction opens doors to horror fans

Shelby Burley
Contributing Writer
sburley @murraystate.edu

As the crisp fall air settles over Ken-
tucky, horror enthusiasts and college
students are flocking to a regional Hal-
loween attraction in Melber, Kentucky,
for a Halloween experience like no other.

Talon Falls Scream Park is located at
2932 State Route 849 West, and is open
on select dates in October and Novem-
ber. Hours of operation run from 6:30
to 11 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and
6:30 to 9 p.m. on Sundays. The park has
become a favorite destination for those
seeking thrills, chills and spooky fun,
giving plenty of opportunity for visitors
to experience the frights.

Talon Falls, a 30-40 minute walk-
through, features themed areas “House
of Blood,” “Wasteland,” “Undertak-
er,” “Dead Man’s Island” and “Wicked
Grove,” with new additions including
“Poison Ivy’s Greenhouse” and the “Ice
Cream Factory in 3D.”

“Blood Creek Haunted Hayride” takes
visitors through scenes like a sawmill,
meat factory and mutant-infested cav-
ern, while “Dead End” challenges guests
to navigate a maze full of surprises.

The park also includes escape
rooms, games, food vendors and a
gift shop, making for a full evening of
entertainment.

Students and locals who have visited
Talon Falls said they have been enjoying
the experience.

Chyenne Allen, a sophomore animal
health/veterinary technology major, said
she “absolutely enjoyed” the experience
and plans to return next year.

Vance Voyles, a Murray resident, said
Talon Falls was a “fantastic place with
super friendly staff.”

Halloween has roots in the ancient
Celtic festival of Samhain, when people
believed the boundary between the living
and the dead was blurred. Bonfires and
costumes were used to ward off spirits,
traditions that have evolved over centu-
ries into the Halloween we know today.

Talon Falls Scream Park carries on
that tradition in a modern, interactive
way, offering visitors a chance to cele-
brate the spooky season with friends and
family.

Whether you're seeking scares, fun
or a full night of Halloween festivities,
Talon Falls Scream Park delivers an un-
forgettable experience that keeps guests
coming back year after year.

future Groundg

+Tea & Coffee House,

Voted
Murray’s
Favorite

GO RACERS!

Proudly serving
Murray since 2006!

(270) 761-4800
1201 Payne St.,
Murray, KY 42071

Graphic provided by Michelle Ferren

Talon Falls Screampark staff shares promotional material for their featured attractions.

104 South 5th Street, Murray
270-917-1207
daily specials recording: 270-917-Rudy (7839)
facebook.com/rudysonthesquare

b/
e
Rudy's

On the Square

specializing in traditional
Southern home-style
comfort food

Breakfast served all day

Open Monday-Saturday
5a.m. -8 p.m.
Sundays
6 a.m.-2 p.m.

Your business can appear in Dining Guide. Call 270-809-4491 for details
or email: msu.thenewsads@murraystate.edu




Oct. 2, 2025

The Robert H. McGaughey Lecture on
Press Freedom and Responsibility

Wednesday, Oct 22nd

Lovett Auditorium
/ p.m.

Don Gonyea: NPR National
Political Correspondent

Gonyea has covered politics for NPR full-time since
the 2000 presidential election. He serves as a fill-in
host on NPR news magazines like Morning Edition &
All Things Considered and has been a contributor to
PBS Newshour. Learn how he made his journey to
the national stage, about his reporting over the

years, and what he sees for the future of media. FREE & PU BLI C
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Racers to open conference with road trip

Parker Lally
Contributing Writer
plallyi @murraystate.edu

With a record of 0-4, the Racers open
conference play on Saturday, Oct. 4, on
the road against South Dakota. Week
five was Murray State’s bye week, which
head coach Jody Wright expressed has
been an opportunity to challenge the
players.

“We basically started back during the
bye week, tried to do a lot of fundamen-
tals and challenged the guys to show
us what can you show us to help us,”
Wright said at the press conference held
on Monday, Sept. 29. “So we got a lot of
reps with the young guys, just, who can
block, who can tackle, who can do some-
thing with the ball in their hand and who
can keep people from doing something
with the ball in their hand.”

The South Dakota Coyotes defeated
the Racers 59-0 at the Roy Stewart Sta-
dium on Oct. 5, 2024. In this game, the
Coyotes didn’t allow the Racers to score,
and on the other hand, they scored eight
touchdowns and a field goal.

“Last year I thought they dominated
us as bad as I've ever been dominated
in a football game in all three phases,”
Wright said. “So, we’ve got a great
challenge.”

South Dakota went on to win their
first-ever Missouri Valley Conference
Football championship title last season,
and finished with a record of 11-3. This
season, the Coyotes have a record of 2-3
heading into the conference match up
with Murray State.

The Murray State Racers have aver-
aged 18.0 points per game in the four
games they have played. South Dakota

has averaged 19.8 points in their five
games played.

For the Racers, graduate student quar-
terback Jim Ogle is leading the team in
passing yards, with 748, and senior run-
ning back Jawuan Northington leads in
rushing yards with 200. Northington is
also leading in touchdowns this season,
with three rushing touchdowns scored.
Redshirt sophomore wide receiver Dar-
ius Cannon leads the team in receiving
yards with 219 yards on 30 receptions.
Ogle, Northington and Cannon are all
healthy and will be playing in Saturday’s
game against South Dakota.

Northington is a player that Wright
and the entire football program re-
lies on, and Wright spoke on the type
of player he is in Monday’s press
conference.

“Jawuan, I can’t say enough about
him, as a person,” Wright said. “(He)
comes to work everyday (with) a great
attitude. He’s a guy that ever since I was
hired from day one he’s kind of been the
standard bell cow, I would say, for work
ethic, attitude.”

Although the upperclassmen have
shown their skill and determination this
season, Wright sang his praises for the
Racer freshman.

“Of course you’ve got freshman just
showing up, a lot of guys that are in our
two deep are true freshman,” Wright
said. “I can’t say enough about these
young men. They come to work every
day fighting, they’re proud to put on the
Murray State uniform.”

Redshirt freshman linebacker Conlee
Crossno has been a key part of the Rac-
ers defense this season. Crossno scored
the first and only touchdown in Mur-
ray State’s last game against Jackson-
ville State. Along with this impressive

Kristopher Fister/The News

Graduate student kicker Jack Tannehill completes an extra point attempt.

touchdown, Crossno has one sack and
eight tackles in the Racers four games
played.

“A guy who was literally a scout team
quarterback this time last year is now
our starting linebacker,” Wright said
about Crossno. “Just a gutsy guy that
gives you everything he’s got every
play. He’ll cover a kick, play out (in)
space, to blitz, whatever you ask him to
do, he’s going to do it wide open.”

In the post game press conference on
Sept. 6, Crossno talked about how he
does whatever he needs to do for the
team.

“There’s a lot of popping on that field,”
Crossno said. “I try to bring myself into
every situation I can.”

Wright expressed lots of gratitude for
his team’s moral strength and drive to
succeed, but he also explained how at
some point the physical determination
to win has to match the emotional drive.

“We’ve got to get some wins,” Wright
said. “I tell them all week there’s a rea-
son there’s a scoreboard at the other end
of the field and they keep points and we
got to find a way to have more points
when that last horn sounds than the oth-
er team. I tell them every week, nobody’s
gonna feel sorry for us in this confer-
ence, nobody’s gonna care how young
we are, nobody’s gonna care (about) the
injuries we have, it’s a black and blue
conference and they’re looking to black
and blue you every week.”
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Racers soccer mid-season update

Laney Evans
Sports Editor
levansi1 @murraystate.edu

The Murray State soccer team awarded head coach
Matt Lodge his 65th career win, the most in any tenure
in school history against SEMO on Sept. 11, and now
sits at 5-4-3 overall and 0-1-2 in league play.

The Racers are ranked No. 7 in the Missouri Valley
Conference (MVC) and have six more game opportu-
nities to climb up in the ranks before the conference
tournament from Nov. 2-9.

Junior defender Megan Wilson earned the first MVC
Defensive Player of the Year award of the season after
netting the second and final goal in the season opener
against Troy, which gave the Racers a 2-0 win to start
their 2025 campaign.

The Racers took an early season 1-0 win against Ten-
nessee Tech, which started the year as the Ohio Valley
Conference (OVC) favorites but have since dropped in
the rankings. However, the glory was short lived, as
the Racers fell to Xavier 0-8 the following game. The
Big East Conference’s No. 2 team set the pace with two
quick scores in the first 10 minutes, while Murray State
was unable to get a shot off until the second half. The
Racers had possession of the ball for only 32% of the
game’s entirety, and their efforts resulted in the largest
loss and most goals allowed in the program’s history.

The Racers played six straight games without com-
pleting a first-half shot until sophomore Lia Manuel
scored her first collegiate goal against Marshall (W
3-2) on Aug. 31. The team set a season-high of 29 shots
against former OVC rival Austin Peay on Sept. 7, and

sophomore Isa De Santos Gomez earned her first career
shutout with two saves.

After gaining footing during non-conference play, the
Racers opened conference play with back-to-back ties
and ended their six-match unbeaten streak with a 0-1
loss to MVC No. 1 ranked Drake, despite outshooting
them 9-7 on Sept. 28. The Bulldogs committed 19 fouls
and were issued three yellow cards, in comparison to
the Racers’ seven fouls.

Five-time MVC Goalkeeper of the Year, junior
Griselda Revolorio, now has 161 career saves, which is
the sixth most in program history. She earned a sea-
son-high seven saves against UNI on Sept. 25, and,
most recently, earned three saves against Drake.

Junior forward Breece Bass now leads the team in
points (11), shots (48), goals (4) and shots on goal (19).
She is on the road to becoming the first Racer to earn at
least five goals and five assists in a season since Miyah
Watford in 2019. Bass matched another one of Wat-
ford’s records after shooting eight shots against SEMO
on Sept. 11, where the team outshot the Redhawks 29-6
and marked a season-high 15 shots on goal.

Both senior Mary Hardy and Wilson have taken 21
shots, five and nine on goal respectively, and they have
both earned three assists.

Throughout the season, the Racers have outshot their
opponents in five straight games and taken 20 shots in
four straight matches for the first time since 2019. The
team has taken a total of 194 shots, bagging 15 and av-
eraging 16.2 shots per game and 1.25 goals per game.

The Racers continue conference play and seek their i Kristopher Fister/The News
first win against Belmont since 2020 at 6 p.m. on Sun- Seniors Sydney Etter and Mary Hardy celebrate after 3-2 win

day, Oct. 5, in Nashville against Marshall on Aug. 31.
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Racers welcome melting pot of players

Laney Evans
Sports Editor
levansi11@murraystate.edu

Throughout 100 years of collegiate compe-
tition, the Murray State men’s basketball team
has made 18 NCAA tournament appearances,
won 28 regular season conference champion-
ships and earned 18 conference tournament
championships. The Racers have produced re-
cent NBA draft selections Isaiah Canaan, Cam-
eron Payne and Ja Morant and are now enter-
ing their fourth season in the Missouri Valley
Conference (MVC) with a largely new coaching
staffand team.

With the No. 1 transfer class in the MVC ac-
cording to 2477Sports, three preseason victories
in the Bahamas and a 92% season ticket renew-
al rate going into the 2025 season — the highest
Murray State has seen since 2022 — Racer Na-
tion is anticipating a season for the ages.

Though many of the team’s players and staff
are new to western Kentucky, many are no
stranger to the collegiate court. Murray State’s
18th head coach Ryan Miller spent the last four
seasons with the Creighton Bluejays as an assis-
tant and associate head coach, and is bringing
many familiar faces to the program with him.

Former Bluejay seniors Fred King and Ma-
son Miller have traded their royal blue for navy
and gold after three seasons with the Bluejays
and coach Miller as an assistant coach. They
shared sentiments in their first practice press
conference that despite having a team made
up of players from across the country, the dis-
ciplined environment coach Miller has pro-
moted good team chemistry and goal-oriented
like-mindedness.

“Obviously with a coaching change it’s a dif-
ferent philosophy and different things that ac-
company that, and we’re making sure everyone

from the players to the staff knows what the
standard is here,” said coach Miller during the
first practice press conference on Sept. 22. “Tt’s
a championship level effort every time we step
onto the court whether it’s practice or games.”

The Racers took an early start to the season in
the Bahamas over the summer, sweeping their
opponents 3-0. Bahamas native King posted
two double-doubles and fellow Mason Miller
earned 12 points and seven rebounds. Seven
Racers reached double-figures in the second
game and Lachlan Crate from New Zealand
hit all seven of his field goal attempts in the first.

Bardstown, Kentucky, native JJ Traynor
joins the Racers after one season with De-
Paul and four with the Louisville Cardinals.
Traynor played in 32 games last season, 10 of
which were starts, and earned career highs of
21 points, 21 blocks, 11 rebounds. As a Cardinal,
he appeared in all 32 games of his junior year,
started 16 of them and shot 50% from the three-
point line.

Among the underclassmen are Murray
State’s men’s basketball program’s first French
players freshmen Mathis Courbon and Roman
Domon, who both played on France’s U18 na-
tional team. Chicago native and three-time
Grind Session league all-star Tristan Ford will
join the Racers alongside two-time Daily Mem-
phian All-Metro team selection Dillon Butler
out of Memphis to complete the freshman class.

Transfer sophomores Layne Taylor and KJ
Tenner played a combined 50 games at Central
Arkansas and West Virginia, and 2023’s No. 3
ranked prep player Brock Vice joins the Racers
from Creighton’s 2023-24 sweet 16 team and
North Texas. Fellow transfer portal players Ben
Shtolzberg and Javon Jackson join from UC
Santa Barbara and UIC, while juniors Dylan
Anderson and Brayden Shorter join from Boi-
se State and Washburn respectively. These four

Photo courtesy of Creighton Athletics

Head Coach Ryan Miller leads the Racers after four seasons as a Creighton assistant coach.

players rep a combined 557 collegiate games,
bringing much needed experience to the team.

Former Creighton player and graduate assis-
tant, Jahenns Manigat, joins the Racer coaching
staff as the Director of Player Personnel. After
securing an MVC regular season champion-
ship and two MVC tournament titles while
being a captain for the Bluejays from 2010-14,
he played 10 seasons of professional basketball
in Austria, his home country, Canada, Cyprus,
Kosovo, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland
and Romania. The Bluejay’s 2014 Most Inspi-
rational Award winner made his return to the
team as a graduate assistant for coach Miller,
who was an assistant coach, during the 2024-
25 season.

After spending the last 12 years with Seton
Hall’s men’s basketball team, Jason Nehring
is the new Strength and Conditioning Coach.

He has worked with UK’s men’s and women’s
basketball teams and Penn State’s athletic de-
partment for seven years each and spent four
seasons with the Minnesota Vikings NFL team.
Bringing six years of coaching experience at
Memphis, South Carolina State, and Alabama
State, Mardracus Wade joins the Racers fresh
off a SWAC tournament title with Alabama
State.

The Racers kick start their competition with
two exhibition matches, the first at Xavier
on Saturday, Oct. 18, and the second against
Northern State on Sunday, Oct. 26. Their sea-
son officially begins on Monday, Nov. 3, against
Omabha in Sioux Falls at the Field of 68 Opening
Day Marathon, and their home opener against
Mississippi Valley s set to start at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 7 at the CFSB Center.



Oct. 2, 2025

SPORTS

19

Seven new players, same mindset

Laney Evans
Sports Editor
levans11 @murraystate.edu

Fresh off of the 2025 Missouri Val-
ley Conference championship and sub-
sequent trip to the NCAA March Mad-
ness tournament, the Murray State
women’s basketball team kicked off
the season with their first practice on
Monday, Sept. 29.

Despite boasting a promising re-
cruitment class, a familiar and sea-
soned coaching staff, and a lengthy
legacy, the team is determined to not
get too comfortable with their per-
ceived advantage, and to maintain
momentum from game one to March
Madness.

“Champions don’t just accept where
they are, they grind to get back to the
moment and that’s something that
we’re going to work on,” said head
coach Rechelle Turner in the first
practice press conference. “New team,
same mindset.”

Throughout the press conference,
Turner reminisced on the 2024-25
team’s chemistry and said she believes
the goals of the 2025-26 team will be
achieved through relationship building
and team chemistry.

“That was a difference maker for
us last year. One through 15, nobody
cared who got the credit,” said Turner.
“Everybody just worked and did their
job every single day and that’s some-
thing I hope this team brings from last
year.”

The Racers’ lone senior guard Briley
Pena, who has played in 91 games un-
der Turner’s wing, returns to the team
with high energy and a mission to
take everything game by game. Junior

guard Haven Ford, who averaged 14.9
points per game last season and start-
ed in all 33 games, will be returning to
the court alongside Pena for the third
year in a row. Now that the team has
established itself as a force to be reck-
oned with in the conference, they are
determined to capitalize on the oppor-
tunity rather than remain stagnant.

“There’s still a lot more that we can
work towards and fight for. I feel like
we still just started,” Ford said. “Us
winning the championship took years
and a lot of commitment and dedica-
tion but there’s still more left for us.”

Among the rest of the returners
are junior guard and 2024-25 season
starter Halli Poock, who was top-five
last season in the MVC in points per
game and assists per game, and Soph-
omore guards Jada Cook and Braxcynn
Baker, who each saw playing time in
32 games last season.

During National Signing Day on
Nov. 18, 2024, the team added three
freshman players to the 2024-25 sign-
ing class. Hailing from London, Ken-
tucky, guard Brooke Nichelson joins
the Racers after leading North Laurel
High School to back-to-back KNSAA
13th region championships and aver-
aging 18 points, 9.8 rebounds and 47%
from the three-point line.

Three-time Indiana All-State honor-
ee and 2023 Indiana 3-A state cham-
pion Gabby Spink brings size and
strength to the Racers, as well as elite
passing skills. Jackson, Tennessee,
native and two-time TSSAA all-state
honoree Jaidynn Askins guided her
team through a 34-0 trip to the TSSAA
state championship in 2023.

“We hope the ability to impact the
game on both ends of the floor will be

Kristopher Fister/The News

Racers celebrate after winning the 2025 Missouri Valley Conference Tournament.

a consistent hallmark of this class,”
Turner said to Racer Athletics.

The team also welcomes Ohio Val-
ley Conference Freshman of the Year,
Sharnecce Currie-Jelks, who averaged
15.2 points and 6.9 rebounds per game
in her first year of collegiate play at
UT Martin. Shooting 54% from the
field, Currie-Jelks left the Skyhawks
as a top-5 player in scoring, rebound-
ing and blocked shots. Fellow trans-
fer Ellery Minch joins the Racers af-
ter playing 21 games with DePaul and
scoring a career-high nine points.

In September, the team announced
that the program’s all-time leading
scorer and rebounder Katelyn Young
would be rejoining the program as an
assistant coach. This has added a new
level of trust in the coaching staff that

Turner feels has already prompted im-
provements in the post players.

“It was so much fun playing with her
and now playing for her, and her help-
ing us and teaching us will help us a
lot,” said Pena

As practices become daily and the
season inches closer, the Racers are
determined to reset and remain fo-
cused on the tasks ahead.

“I think our mindset now is not get-
ting complacent,” said Ford. “It’s so
easy, just coming off of a champion-
ship [to say] we did it, you know? So
now we have to be ready to grind and
try to do it again.”

The Racers will begin their journey
back to the MVC tournament on Mon-
day, Nov. 3, at their non-conference
home opener against Trevecca at the
CFSB Center.
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