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WPSD Local 6's lawsuit comes after the
University declined its open records request.

News station
sues University

Ava Chuppe
Senior Writer
achuppe@murraystate.edu

WPSD Local 6, a news station
based in Paducah, Kentucky, has
sued the University over its vio-
lation of the Open Records Act.

'The suit, filed on March 6, comes
after Kentucky Attorney General
Daniel Cameron ruled the Univer-
sity violated the act by withholding
emails describing past events and
denying a request that “sufficient-
ly described the records sought.”

The lawsuit claims “MSU is
willfully mis-applying the Act’s
exemptions to withhold records
it would rather not see the light
of day” and aims “to compel dis-
closure of public documents re-
lated to MSU’s attempts to inter-
tere with reporting by WKMS.”

WPSD seeks “to recover its costs,
reasonable attorneys’ fees from this
lawsuit and statutory penalties.”
The suit also requests “all oth-
er relief to which WPSD may be
entitled” because of the Univer-
sity’s alleged violation of the act.

Following the suit, WPSD re-
ported on March 7 University
administration interfered with
editorial decisions at WKMS.
According to the report, former
WKMS Station Manager Chad
Lampe declined to go on the re-
cord with WPSD on the issue but
testified to the state Judicial Con-
duct Commission (JCC) it was a
“fair assessment” the University af-
tected WKMS' decision-making.

WKMS, Murray State’s pub-
lic radio station, previously filed
an open records request for foot-
age of former 42nd Circuit Court
Judge Jamie Jameson roaming the
Marshall County Judicial Build-
ing in his underwear. Accord-
ing to allegations from the JCC,
Jameson pressured Lampe not to
pursue the story, claiming he had
contacted University administra-
tion and President Bob Jackson
disapproved of its publication.

Lampe testified WKMS
abandoned the story be-
cause it was not newswor-
thy. However, the JCC found
Jameson guilty of all seven
counts of misconduct brought
against him and removed
from office on the grounds
he is “unfit for judicial office.”

The University declined to
comment on the lawsuit. Per-
ry Boxx, WPSD news di-
rector, also opted not to
speak with us. Stay tuned in
for follow-ups on the suit.

From left, Ariel Lavery, Attica Scott and Charlotte Goddard were the members of a panel discussing the recent legislation that hinders bodily autonomy.
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Panelists discuss state of bodily autonomy

Jill Smith
Assistant News Editor
Jjsmithi94@murraystate.edu

“What I choose to do with my
body is none of your business,” said
former Kentucky Rep. Attica Scott
at the Bodily Autonomy: Wom-
en, Resilience and Resistance in the
Bluegrass State panel discussion.

Scott was joined by Ariel Lavery,
producer of the “Middle of Every-
where” podcast, and Charlotte God-
dard, community organizer with
Planned Parenthood and Alliance
Advocates Kentucky, to discuss the
current state of bodily autonomy and
health care in rural United States.

In her presentation, Lavery dis-
cussed her podcast, which focuses

Ukrainian student talks war coverage, culture

Dionte Berry
Editor-in-Chief
dberryi1@murraystate.edu

A year has passed since Rus-
sia launched a full-scale invasion
of Ukraine after nearly a decade
of ongoing conflict. Ukrainian in-
ternational student Yaroslava Sudy-
ma hosted an event to teach oth-
ers about her culture and dispel
false language surrounding the war.

Ukraine has been at war with
Russia since 2014 after Russian
troops invaded Ukraine’s Crime-
an Peninsula, annexing the ter-
ritory while Ukraine was pro-
testing against their pro-Russian
President Viktor Yanukovych.

The war escalated when Rus-
sia invaded and occupied east-
ern Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described the invasion
as “Ukraine’s longest day” in an in-
terview with the Associated Press.

Since the invasion, Ukrainian de-
fense has been able to hold off Rus-
sian troops, keeping them to the east.

Sudyma hosted “Ukraine Un-
der Siege: Understanding the Cur-
rent Conflict” with the Interna-
tional Student Organization on
Friday, March 10. She said she felt
as though it was her responsibili-
ty to inform people about Ukraine.

on the aftermath of the decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade and its effect
on rural communities, specifically an
women living in those communities.

“The first episode features my
mail carrier, Samantha Stanley Ev-
ans,” Lavery said. “Once we decided
to focus this season on rural wom-
en's health, I was just having a con-
versation with her one day to learn
that she has a very noteworthy re-
productive journey, which ended up
leading to needing a hysterectomy,
which took her eight years to receive.”

Lavery also discussed how
some individuals in rural com-
munities have been marginal-
ized by the health care system.

“I realized that groups sometimes
are unintentionally overlooked be-
cause capital is king,” Lavery said.

“The health care system goes where
money and affluence reside, so rural
areas often lack those things. Health
care may dwindle because of that.”

While producing this podcast, La-
very said she questioned how spe-
cific communities and individuals
overcome obstacles they face, espe-
cially when it comes to health care,
and was surprised by the number
of initiatives in development across
the nation to address this issue.

While rural communities are
tacing disparities in the health
care system, Goddard is fight-
ing locally to ensure all individu-
als have rights to bodily autonomy:

see BODILY AUTONOMY, page 2
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Ukrainian student, Yaroslava Sudyma hosts a true or false activity before discussing Ukraine's history.

“Most of the people outside Eu-
rope hardly ever heard about us
before the invasion, and now the
only thing they know about is
war,” Sudyma said. “Ukraine is
much more than that and is much
more than what Russian pro-
paganda [is] telling the world.”

Sudyma said her family in west-
ern Ukraine is safe; however, both
her brother and her stepfather
serve in the Ukrainian military.

At the time of the initial inva-
sion, Sudyma was a student study-
ing in Kyiv, Ukraine. She was not

in the city at the time, but her
mother wasn’t aware. She woke
up to a call from her mother, who
was worried about Sudyma’s safe-
ty during the attacks on the capital.

“I was terrified, Sudyma said.
“All of us were. We were aware
of Russian troops at the bor-
der, but nobody really believed
they would invade, or maybe we
just didn’t want to believe that.’

see UKRAINE, page 2
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High winds cause damage to student vehicles

Caroline Blakeman
Contributing Writer
cblakeman3@murraystate.edu

A strong storm system ripped
through the University on March
3, resulting in damage across
campus that included visible de-
struction to student vehicles.

Several vehicles’ windows and
windshields shattered. All the dam-
aged vehicles were parked in the
residential college parking lots.

Winds ranged between 50
and 70 mph, according to the
National Weather Service.

Cheyenne Aaron, a sophomore
business administration major, said
her vehicle was parked by Hart
College. She found out about the
damage to her vehicle from a friend.

“The back glass had been
shattered and will cost be-
tween $200 and $400 to re-
pair the damage,” Aaron said.

Kylie Jo Rouse, a fresh-
man psychology major, was
also affected by the storm.

Rouse said her vehicle was
parked in front of Hester College.

“The passenger side win-
dow was shattered,” Rouse said.
“The car next to me, their back
windshield got knocked out.”

Rouse said she received two
calls from the Murray State Po-
lice Department, which instructed
her to take pictures for her insur-
ance company and cover the win-
dow to prevent further damage.

Interim Police Chief Ryan Orr
said the department received
11 reports of damaged vehicles.

Some students, including Rouse
and Aaron, struggled to receive help
from their insurance agencies. Most
insurance agencies require photo ev-
idence proving the cause of damage.

Rouse said there was little
to no proof of what specifical-
ly broke the vehicle windows.

“There was really no ex-
planation,” Rouse said. “Peo-
ple were trying to find reasons
to explain to their insurance.”

Rouse said she paid for the dam-
age repairs out of pocket since
she knew it would take longer to
prove to her insurance agency the
vehicle was damaged because of
the storm. She said after working
with Murray Auto Glass, the to-
tal cost of repair was around $200.

“It appears either debris from the
wind or possible pressure change
from the strong wind gusts dam-
aged the vehicle windows,” Orr said.

In addition to the damages on the
residential side of campus, Orr said
minor damage occurred to on-cam-
pus buildings, fences and trees
and to two light poles off campus.

Orr said the pole damaged by Al-
exander Hall is owned by BellSouth,
a telecommunications company,
and runs electricity, which was lat-
er disconnected by Murray Electric.

Orr said both Waldrop Street
and 16th Street were partial-
ly blocked for about six hours,
giving the utility companies
enough time to replace the poles.

Rouse said she was pleased
with the staff and police
for their assistance in han-

dling the damaged vehicles.

Emma Fisher/The News

Students’ car windows shatter in residential college parking lots during high winds on March 3.

Photo courtesy of Kylie Jo Rouse

High winds destroy freshman Kylie Jo Rouse’s passenger side window.

“I think they did a great
job calling us and let-
ting us know,” Rouse said. “I
don’t think there is anything
else they could have done.”

Orr said the department
is prepared for the pos-
sibility of future storms.

“Our campus has been certi-
fied as Storm Ready by the Na-
tional Weather Service,” Orr
said. “We work with the Nation-
al Weather Service and the coun-
ty emergency manager to en-
sure we are staying up to date on
training and safety procedures.’

BODILY AUTONOMY, from page 1

“We know that civil rights are im-
portant, and we want to continue the
work of fighting for civil rights,” God-
dard said. “This isn't just about our re-
productive freedom because it has so
many implications on the lives of so
many, and we cannot afford to go back.”

Goddard also organizes meet-
ings with legislators to give commu-
nity members the chance to share
their stories and the impact cer-
tain legislation would have on them.

“The people who share our views
need encouragement, they need to
see us, they need to hear us and they
need to know that we are work-
ing on our side of the state to help
move and progress forward as well,”
Goddard said. “Folks who are [op-
posed] to us need to hear from us...
they are just going to do what they
want to do, so we want to make
sure that they’re hearing our voice.”

Scott began her presentation by
sharing her personal experience
with the concept of bodily auton-
omy and her decision to make de-
cisions for her and her health.

“When I had to get my hyster-
ectomy because of endometrio-
sis, I didn’t ask the state legisla-
ture for permission,” Scott said.

As a former state representative,
Scott has worked to highlight dispar-
ities among Black women and peo-
ple of color in the health care system.

“Black people and other people of

color are three to four times more

Rebeca Mertins Chiodini/The News
The panel discusses bodily autonomy through legislation, activism and access to healthcare.

likely to die from complications
during or soon after childbirth than
their white peers,” Scott said. “The
United States has the highest rate
of maternal mortality among the
world’s wealthiest countries, and this
rate rose 26% from 2010 to 2014.”

Scott said this disparity with
the mortality rate among Black
mothers and mothers of col-
or can be attributed to stress
caused by racism and the lack of
care professionals provide them.

Before she was redistricted out
of District 41, Scott worked to pass
the Maternal Care Act, which would
provide women with a number of
services during and after pregnancy.

“My hope is that since we’re now
at the bottom, at a place that we can-
not possibly get any worse, you will
begin to turn around, and any way
I can shine a light and support my
community, I will do so regardless
of whether or not I'm in elected of-
fice,” Scott said. “It will take all of us,
and we must continue fighting to cre-
ate a healthier Kentucky for all of us.
You are the resistance that we need.”

All panelists say they feel en-
couraged and hopeful for the fu-
ture of Kentucky by the number
of voters, younger and older, who
are now engaged in state politics.

“When you bring together
young people and elders in that
way, y’all, we’re going to win,”
Scott said. “We may not win to-
day, but we are going to win,
and we have to keep fighting.”

POLICE BEAT

2:17 a.m.

Hester College

Minors were found to be in possession of
alcohol and were referred for Administrative
action.

4:38 p.m.

Collins Center for Industry and Technology
Bicycle Rack

A scooter was taken from the bicycle rack
and was recovered shortly thereafter.

Midnight
Residential College

An individual reported unwanted sexual
contact from an aquaintance.

2:00 A.M.

Residential College

An individual reported unwanted sexual
contact from someone in a third-degree sex-
val abuse case.

12:51 a.m.
Chestnut Street

An individual was arrested for alcohol in-
toxication in a public place.

Police Beat is compiled with material from
the Murray State Crime and Fire Log.

Not all dispatched calls are listed.
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Fulbright names Murray State top producer

Erinn Finley
News Editor
efinley1 @murraystate.edu

Murray State became the only
regional comprehensive univer-
sity in Kentucky to be named a
top Fulbright-producing uni-
versity, with four students se-
lected for Fulbright awards for
the 2022-23 academic year.

The award is given to universi-
ties based on how many scholar-
ships are offered to their students,
not how many are accepted, ac-
cording to the Fulbright website.

Dominique Suiter is the honors
student development counselor
and a Fulbright Program adviser.

She said for that academ-
ic year, they had six appli-
cants for the Fulbright schol-
arship, and four received it.

“I feel like it’s a huge bene-
fit to be named the top or one of
the top-producing institutions,”
Suiter said. “It shows that even
though we are a smaller uni-
versity, an affordable universi-
ty, that we can still compete with
the bigger universities out there.”

Students can apply to two types of
programs within the Fulbright Pro-
gram. They can either apply to study
at a university or be an assistant En-
glish teacher in another country.
Both these options require stu-
dents to have a bachelor’s degree.

The program is connected
to over 150 different countries
and areas, according to the Ful-
bright Program website, and all
the countries have different re-
quirements for their programs.

“On the Fulbright website, you
can literally choose out of those
countries—140 different coun-
tries—but then when you choose
one of the countries, it lists a
whole profile that they’re look-
ing for from an individual that’s
applying,” Suiter said. “As long as
you fit those requirements, then
you can apply to that country.”

Mallory Woolridge is a 2022
graduate currently completing the
English Teaching Assistant program
in Germany. She graduated with a
double major in history and Span-
ish with a certificate in German.

In a letter for a Student and
Alumni Highlight, Woolridge
said she became more interest-
ed in the German language and
culture after a semester studying
abroad in Regensburg, Germany.

“It was a truly transformational
experience,” Woolridge said. “Be-
cause of my time abroad, I shifted
my research project to study the East
German secret police, the Stasi, in
collaboration with Dr. David Pizzo.”

Woolridge applied to nine oth-
er study abroad programs af-
ter Regensburg, but all were
canceled either because of
COVID-19 or the war in Ukraine.

“Despite the setbacks, I was ada-
mant that I would go abroad again,”
Woolridge said. “I had the Fulbright
program in the back of my mind
since sophomore year when I re-
turned from Germany and attended
a workshop for interested students
hosted by the Honors College.”

In her Student and Alumni
Highlight, Woolridge said vari-
ous faculty and staft in the honors
program were pivotal in achiev-
ing her goal to study abroad
through the Fulbright Program.

Suiter said though HON 120,
which allows students to work on
applying to national scholarships,
is taught through the Honors Col-
lege, it is available to all students.

“Typically, the students that
sign up for the class want to do
Fulbright, so from January all
the way until May...that’s all
we do is work on their essays
and the application,” Suiter said.

Beyond the work they do during
the semester, Suiter said they also
have a Zoom meeting during the
summer and continue to work on
the applications. After a final re-
view in August, there is a committee

Erinn Finley/The News

The Honors college is located on the 3rd floor of the Lowry Center and handles national scholarships.

review, and then students sub-
mit the application in October.

Woolridge mentioned how
helpful that class was in the Stu-
dent and Alumni Highlight.

“I was intimidated by the prospect
of applying to the Fulbright, but the
Honors College staff helped turn
my passions and experiences into
a coherent and compelling story.”

At the end of the interview,
Woolridge encouraged stu-
dents to spend time abroad.

“You will learn things about your-
self and other humans more quickly
than in possibly any other setting,”
Woolridge said. “Even better if you
can find a group like the Honors

College or Murray State’s Education
Abroad Office to help you do it.’

Suiter highlighted the Ful-
bright Program is avail-
able to all students, not just
those in the Honors College.

“I would just say if you as a stu-
dent want to be abroad and want
to experience different things with-
in the world, basically, and inter-
ested in Fulbright overall, please
reach out to us because we'd love
to help you fulfill your dreams
in studying abroad,” Suiter said.

Students interested in con-
tacting the Honors College
can find information at mur-
raystate.edu/honorscollege.

UKRAINE, from page 1

While talking about the war,
Sudyma debunked Russian pro-
paganda about the war, which
largely boiled down to the lan-
guage used to describe the
war and the relationship be-
tween Ukraine and Russia.

“It is important to acknowl-
edge who is the aggressor
here, so calling it a conflict is
wrong,” Sudyma said. “It’s not
like somebody arguing, so it’s
not right to call it [a conflict].”

Along with discussing terminol-
ogy, such as “war” and “conflict,”
Sudyma reminded event-goers
this invasion was not the begin-
ning of the war between Rus-
sia and Ukraine but instead the
most recent climatic part of the
Russo-Ukrainian War timeline.

66

I wanted to [reach] as
many people as I could
and share a different,
Ukrainian point of view,
to share my love for my
country, my grief and

anger. 99
— Yaroslava Sudyma,
Junior aerospace engineering
major
Sudyma highlighted the
language she was advis-
ing against wasn’t just vocab-
ulary but perspective, citing
how news outlets refer to the

war as ‘Putin’s war” after Rus-
sian President Vladimyr Putin.

Photo courtesy of murraystate.iso on Instagram
Ukrainian student Yaroslava Sudyma presents videos from news outlets covering the war in Ukraine to give attendees a timeline of the invasion.

“It is wrong to call it Pu-
tin’s war,” Sudyma said. “Pu-
tin isn’t killing all of the civil-
ians. Putin isn’t destroying our
houses. Putin is not piloting
the jets or driving the tanks.”

It is a Russian war, Sudyma
said, and she wishes Russians
who are against the war would
step up and protest against
their country’s government.

“Russians could have pro-
tested,” Sudyma said. "There
are more than 100 million of
them in Russia...and it’s also
wrong to call us the brother

nation because of Russian pro-
paganda,” Sudyma said. “It
gives the idea...we are like
some smaller brother to Russia
again. It denies our indepen-
dence, and it also reduces the
war to some inside conflict.”

Beyond the war, Sudyma dived
into Ukraine’s history and cul-
ture, which gave an insight into
Ukraine’s history, their fight for
independence and the mean-
ing behind their national flag.

“Some people say the
Ukrainian flag rep-
resents wheat fields—the

yellow part—and the sky—
the blue part,” Sudyma said.

Overall, Sudyma en-
joyed the opportunity to talk
about her home and clear
up some of the misinforma-
tion she sees being reported.

“I just hope that the media
will stop listening to and re-
telling Russian propaganda and
Russian points of view,” Sudy-
ma said. “ I wanted to [reach] as
many people as I could and share
a different, Ukrainian point of
view, to share my love for my
country, my grief and anger.’
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urray State has been

praised by Safewise as

one of the safest colleges
in the United States, but a new
bill presented by the Kentucky
legislature jeopardizes that title.

House Bill 542, introduced by
Kentucky Rep. Savannah Mad-
dox, R-Dry Ridge on Feb. 22,
would remove the ability of col-
lege campuses to create gun-free
zones and would allow anyone
over the age of 21 to have a con-
cealed carry firearm on a college
campus.

Maddox originally wrote the
bill about workforce develop-
ment, but it swiftly changed
when it came time for debate.
An amendment made by Rep.
Walker Thomas, R-Hopkinsville,
morphed the purpose of the bill
into a dangerous expansion of
the Second Amendment.

'The authors cited the Mich-
igan State and Virginia Tech
mass shootings as reasons for
passing the bill.

“I think that Virginia Tech
and Michigan State both pro-
vide a perfect example of how it
is that law-abiding citizens have
been prevented from defending
themselves,” said Maddox in an
interview with Spectrum News.

Campus police officers are
already armed and trained in
protecting college students.
Safety should be in the hands of
professionally trained campus
resource officers, not a group of
21-year-olds who just got per-
mission to keep their guns.

We at The News do not agree
with the flawed reasoning of HB
542.'The answer to gun violence
is not to flood our college cam-
puses with more guns.

'This bill was actually used as a
shell bill to further the real goal
of expanding the rights of gun
owners in Kentucky. Shell bills
are bills that sound good at first

Our View:
Executive order keeps campuses safe, gun free

What's more
important, guns or

student safety?

HB 542
N
L
Fa Y e
-

Wesley Hammer/The News

glance, but as soon as the bill
is debated in the chambers, the
title and body paragraphs are
amended to something com-
pletely different. Legislators do
this to push controversial legisla-
ture through with little time for
debate or opposition to the bill.
Gun legislation is the type
of legislation that should be
carefully reviewed, not rushed
through in a selfish attempt to
expand Kentuckians’ Second
Amendment rights.

Maddox has since removed HB
542 from the Kentucky House
docket because of an executive
order made by President Joe
Biden regarding mass shootings
and the dangers of gun violence.
Biden, via executive order, is
now recommending background
checks for gun owners and ex-
ploring the options and benefits
of enacting red flag laws. Red
flag laws temporarily restrict a
person from owning or purchas-
ing a firearm if they are at risk of
harming themselves or harming
others.

'This bill has been universal-
ly condemned by presidents
of Kentucky universities and
campus police officers alike.

'The University of Kentucky, the
University of Louisville, Western
Kentucky University and North-
ern Kentucky University have
made statements against the bill
with worries about the presence
of guns endangering the safety
of its students. Murray State did
not make a statement.

President of the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary Ed-
ucation Aaron Thompson has
also spoken out against HB 542.
‘Thompson warned an increased
presence of guns on college
campuses will lead to increased
levels of self~-harm among stu-
dents and the severity of violent
acts. We at The News share the
same worries.

Only 11 states have lifted
restrictions placed by college
campuses, allowing people over
the age of 21 to have a concealed
carry firearm. The idea of con-
cealed carry on college campuses

is not consistent with the opin-
ions of college presidents and
campus police. Opposition to
this bill should be bipartisan to
protect our college students and
this should be obvious to Ken-
tucky’s legislators.

Concealed carry for college
students also poses a threat to
free speech guaranteed by the
First Amendment. The presence
of a gun and a state having more
lax gun restrictions are more
likely to restrict free speech,
having a chilling effect on the
expression of freedom of speech,
according to research conduct-
ed by the ACLU. People are
less likely to be open with their
opinions if they know someone
in the crowd who disagrees with
them could be carrying a gun
and could harm them.

HB 542 sets a dangerous prec-
edent for the safety of our col-
lege campuses. Our lawmakers
should care more about protect-
ing our students from gun vio-
lence than carelessly expanding
the rights of gun owners.
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unior outfielder Cade Sammons hits a single to bring junior infielder Drew Vogel home, giving the Racers a 1-0 lead. The Racers defeated the Northern Alabama Lions 9-6 on Tuesday, March 14.

Baseball swings its way to road victory

akob Milani
Sports Editor
milani@murraystate.edu

After taking a weekend se-
ries over University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee, the Murray
State baseball team picked up
a win over University of North
Alabama on Tuesday, March 14.

Despite striking out 11 times
to the Lions’ pitching, the Racers
drew 12 walks and had 11 hits in
the game, defeating the Lions 9-6.

While the Racers drew two

alks to start the game, they
failed to bring either home.

he score remained 0-0 un-
til the Racers came up to bat
in the top of the second inning.

With two runners on base,
junior outfielder Cade Sam-
mons hit a single to center field
that brought junior infield-
er Drew Vogel around to score
and put the Racers up 1-0 early.

The lead didn’t hold for long, as

Shann Riley/The News

the Lions scored a pair in the bot-
tom of the third. Freshman short-
stop Gehrig Frei doubled into
left-center field to score junior
catcher Levi Jensen and fresh-
man infielder Jackson Ferrigno,
making it 2-1 North Alabama.

Junior infielder Logan Bland
tied the game up at 2 with a
solo home run in the top of
fourth. Then, sophomore catch-
er Charlie Corum gave Murray
State the lead back by scoring
on a wild pitch, making it 3-2.

More runs piled on for the
Racers in the top of the fifth, as
Vogel hit a double that allowed
sophomore infielder Carson
Garner to score from second base.

Another single from Sam-
mons brought in Vogel and
junior catcher Taylor How-
ell, while Bland scored on a
throwing error on the play.

In the top of the sixth inning,
Howell added a hit and a run on
the board with a single up the

middle to bring in junior in-
tielder Jacob Pennington. When
the sixth inning came to a close,
the Racers were on top 8-2.

The bottom of the seventh
was where the Lions began to
mount a comeback, as Frei drew
a bases-loaded walk to send Fer-
rigno home. Senior infielder
Peyton Thomas scored, thanks
to a sacrifice fly from graduate
infielder Kyle Machado, which
cut the Racers’ lead to four runs.

Senior infielder Drew Hud-
son started the bottom of the
eighth inning with a double to
bring in graduate utility play-
er Andrew Knight for anoth-
er run. Then, Ferrigno singled
to bring Hudson in from sec-
ond to make it 8-6, with the
Racers holding to the lead.

Big, in the top of the ninth,
Vogel sealed the deal for the
Racers with a sacrifice flyout
that allowed Garner to score to
put the Racers up by three runs.

With a scoreless bottom o
the ninth inning, the Rac-
ers left Florence, Alabama,
with a 9-6 win over the Lions.

Sammons, Garner and Bland
each had two hits, while five
other Racers each recorded a
hit. Sammons led the way with
three RBIs in four at-bats,
while also drawing two walks.

Knight, Ferrigno and Jensen
all recorded two hits, while Frei
had three RBIs in the game.

The Lions struck out eigh
times compared to the Rac-
erss 11 but had nine hits
to the Racers’ 11  hits.

Murray State improves to
7-10 on the season. The Rac-
ers host one more three-game
series against the University o
Southern Indiana before play-
ing Austin Peay in game one
of a “home-and-home” series.

First pitch for game one of the
Southern Indiana series is se

tor 3 p.m. on Friday, March 17.

Photo courtesy of RacerAthletics
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Softball splits home

Ronan Summers
Staff Writer
rsummers6@murraystate.edu

The Racers  hosted  the
Youngstown State Penguins and the
[llinois State Redbirds on Friday,
March 10 and Saturday, March 11
in the Racer Classic at Racer Field.

Murray State split the week-
end, going 2-2. 'The Rac-
ers are now 14-9 on the
season as they move past the invi-
tational portion of their schedule.

The first game of the invita-
tional came against the Red-
birds at 12:30 p.m. on Friday.

Illinois State scored five runs
in the top of the second inning
to jump out to a large early lead.
The Racers were able to retaliate
in the bottom of the second af-
ter redshirt junior infielder Lily
Fischer scored on a Redbird error.

Illinois State added onto the
team’s lead in the sixth inning
with a two-run home run and
ultimately won the game 7-1.

Freshman pitcher Bre Hais-
lip received the loss. She started
the game, but pitched two in-
nings after giving up two hits,
two walks and five earned runs.
She struck four batters

Four Racers were walked, and
the team was only able to record
a single hit throughout the sev-
en-inning  contest. Sophomore
outfielder Erin Lackey had the
lone hit and one of the four walks.
Junior catcher Taylor Jackson,
freshman outfielder Bailey Bro-
emmer and Fischer also walked.

The second game of the invita-
tional for the Racers came against
Youngstown Stateat3 p.m.onFriday.

After a scoreless first inning,
Fischer got the ball rolling for the
Racers in the second with a single
to start the inning.. She then ad-
vanced to second base on a passed
ball. A groundout then allowed her
to get to third base. Redshirt se-
nior infielder Lindsey Carroll then

flew out to center field, enabling

out.

Fischer to score on a sacrifice fly.

Freshman designated hitter Ri-
ley Jestadt then drove redshirt
senior infielder Gracie Osbron in
with a single in the fourth inning
to improve the Racers’ lead to 2-0.

The Penguins got on the
board after a Murray State er-
ror in the fifth inning, but they
were unable to score again. The
Racers won the matchup 2-1.

Redshirt junior pitcher Jenna
Veber got the win for the Racers,
pitching all seven innings and al-
lowing four hits and a walk. She
struck six batters out in the win.

The Racers recorded five hits
in their second game of the day.
Freshman outfielder Adison Hicks,
freshman infielder Ailey Schyck,
Osbron, Fischer and Jestadt each
had a hit against the Penguins.

The Racers’ third game of
the invitational came against
Youngstown  State at 12:30
p.m. on Saturday, and the con-
test was held scoreless until the
bottom of the fourth inning.

Carroll got the inning started
as she got on base by a walk. A
few batters later, Broemmer tri-
pled to left field to drive Carroll
in. Lackey then doubled down
the left field line in the next at-
bat to drive Broemmer home.

These two runs were all that
was needed, as the Penguins
were held scoreless for the entire
game, and the Racers picked up a
2-0 win over Youngstown State.

Redshirt senior pitcher Hannah
James got the start and win for the
Racers, pitching the entire game.
She only allowed a single hit—no
runs and no walks—and she struck
out 11 of the 23 batters she faced.

Lackey had two hits and a
RBI in the Racers’ second game
against the Penguins. Hicks,
Fischer and Broemmer each also
had a hit. Broemmer boosted
her statline by adding an RBI.

The final game of the invita-
tional was at 3 p.m. on Saturday
against the Illinois State Redbirds.

ans

tourney, takes down WIU

Photo courtesy of Racer Athletics

Sophomore infielder Erin Lackey hits a single in the Racers’ win over Western Illinois on Wednesday.

The Redbirds were able to score
three times in the fourth inning
and three more times in the sixth
inning before the Racers were
even able to get onto the board.

Fischer drove Osbron in after
hitting a single to give the Rac-
ers their lone run of the game.
Murray State fell to Illinois State
6-1 to close out the tournament.

Freshman pitcher Ava Ozmont re-
ceived the loss for the Racers, pitch-
ing 3.1 innings and allowing two
earnedruns, twohitsandfourwalks.

Osbron recorded two hits in the
loss. Hicks and Fischer hit the

Racers’ other two hits of the game.

The  Racers then  host-
ed the Western Illinois Uni-
versity Bulldogs on Wednes-

day, March 15 in a sunny, yet
chilly matchup on Racer Field.

The Bulldogs were 6-18 as they
made their way to play the Racers.

Lackey singled to right field to
start off the game. She then stole
second to get into scoring position

after two Racers struck out. The
stolen base didn’t end up being too
crucial though, as Fischer hom-
ered to give the Racers a 2-0 lead.

These runs would end up be-
ing the only ones scored for
the rest of the game. The Rac-
ers defeated the Bulldogs 2-0.

The Racers used three pitch-
ers in the win, combining for
four strikeouts and no earned
runs allowed. They allowed three
hits and a walk in the shutout.

Fischer’s first inning home
run was the game deciding hit
that gave Murray State the win.
Besides Fischer, Lackey, Os-
bron and Schyck each had a hit
as well. Broemmer had two hits
in the win over the Bulldogs.

The Racers start the conference
portion of their schedule at 5
p-m. on Friday, March 17 as they
play the University of Northern
Iowa. The two teams will play at
2 p.m. on Saturday, March 18 and
at noon on Sunday, March 19.

Shann Riley/The News

HLETICS SCHEDULE

IVIAKCI 1 4
Baseball vs. Southern Indiana @ Murray, KY
Softball vs. Northern lowa @ Murray, KY

3 p.m.
5p.m.

Tennis vs. Valparaiso @ Murray, KY

’ Baseball vs. Southern Indiana @ Murray, KY

Softball vs. Northern lowa @ Murray, KY

IVIARGIE 1C

1p.m.
2p.m.
2p.m.

"IN AA R

Bradley @ Murray, KY

= MARCH 19
Women's Golf vs. UAB @ Gulf Shores, AL

Softball vs. Northern lowa @ Murray, KY
Baseball vs. Southern Indiana @ Murray, KY
Women's Tennis vs.

ALL DAY
12 p.m.
1p.m.
1p.m.

- 'MARCH 20/
Women's Golf vs. UAB @ Gulf Shores, AL L
Men's Golf vs. Missouri State @ Springfield, MO

ALL DAY
ALL DAY

\ | Women's Golf vs. UAB @ Gulf Shores, AL

iy

ALL DAY
‘Men's Golf vs. Missouri State @ Springfield, MO ALL DAY
‘Baseball vs. Austin Peay @ Murray, KY 5p.m.

3p.m. —‘

Senior Gracie Osbron, softball
Photo courtesy of David Eaton

For_more information
visit GoRacers.com
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Hunt Team heads to postseason finals in Georgia

MacKenzie Rogers
Staff Writer
mrogers42@murraystate.edu

s the 2023 Intercollegiate
AHorse Shows Association

(IHSA) Hunt Team show
concluded for the season, two mem-
bers of the team advanced to the last
stage in Savannah, Georgia, before
nationals.

This final round of postseason
competitions, called “the Zones,”
are before IHSA’s national finals. In
order to move on to nationals, par-
ticipants will need to place second or
higher in their given categories.

Hunt Team Co-Captain Mary
Price advanced to the Zones. She
said she is happy to be returning.

“T am thrilled to be advancing to
Zone 5 Finals once again this year
and am so incredibly thankful for
my teammates, coaches, parents and
MSU horses who all contributed to
getting me [this far], and [Co-Cap-
tain] Amelia Sauls, who also qual-
ified,” Price said. “I honestly feel so
blessed to have made it this far two
years in a row that anything else is
simply icing on the cake. It would
certainly be a dream come true to be
able to represent Murray State at the
national level.”

Murray State’s Hunt Team as a
whole placed fourth in the region out
of nine teams.

“THSA is unique in that it attempts
to ‘level the playing field’among
equestrians,” Price said. “Horse shows
always go by so fast that it’s honestly
just a blur. I remember hearing my
name and thinking, ‘Oh, wait, that’s
me, and giving the horse I rode,
Louie, a big pat to say ‘thank you.”

Upon arrival, the jump riders are
allowed to walk the course on foot
and watch the noncompeting riders
warm up the horses. However, par-
ticipants are not allowed to practice
or warm up beforehand, and the

Photo courtesy of Mary Price

Students from the Intercollegiate Horse Shows Association Hunt Team compete at regional finals on March 7 at Sewanee: The University of the South.

moment they mount their horse, the
judging begins.

Sauls said she thought the season
had been fun, but challenging.

“We have traveled several week-
ends and have had to balance practice
with school work,” Sauls said. “Each
show weekend involves packing into
several vans with all our personal gear,
driving to the hosting school and
early days on Saturdays and Sundays.
It has all been worth it to be at this
point, though, and I am so excited to
be heading to Savannah and repre-
senting Murray State.”

Compared to other equestrian
events, hunt team riders use English
saddles, which is lighter and more
streamlined than the western saddles
one would see at a rodeo or on a
vacation trail ride.

“It is all judged on how you ride,
your position, your technique and
how easy you make riding that horse

looks,” Sauls said. “We are not given
any practice rides on the horses, and
it’s literally the luck of the draw with
who you pull and ride. If we bring
horses to a show, and we draw our
own horses, that is good for us since
we know their quirks and needs.
Some of my favorite draws are Big
Rig and Duncan from Murray State
and Winston from University of the
South, who gave me my winning
round.”

A common term used in Hunt
Team is “flat class,” which refers to a
type of competition hosted in IHSA,
where riders exhibit basic horseman-
ship, technique and positioning at
a walk, trot and canter. In an “over-
the-fence class,” riders handle a jump
course, jumping heights from 2-3
feet.

Sauls referred to the competition
as a game of “Simon says” on horse-

back.

“I have never made it to Zones be-
fore,” Sauls said. “I have made it as far
as regionals in [Interscholastic Eques-
train Association] at home in high
school but have missed the cut-off for
Zones by one placing before. This is a
first for me and is very exciting.”

Senior Carylynn Akers, who placed
third in the Novice Flat class, said she
considered the season to be a success-
ful one.

“To prepare for these shows, we
switch what horses we ride each
week in practice so that we get to
experience more than one horse and
become knowledgeable on how to
handle different types of horses when
we ride,” Akers said. “Though all of
us on the team have our favorites that
we like to spend a little extra time
with when we can.”

'This year’s Zones takes place on
April 1 at the Savannah College of
Art and Design.

Shakespeare festival explores grief through ‘Hamlet’

Ava Chuppe
Senior Writer
achuppe@murraystate.edu

e Department of English
I and Philosophy held its
annual Shakespeare Festival
from March 8 to 10, which brought
in K-12 students from the surround-
ing community for performances of
“Hamlet” in Lovett Auditorium.

'The festival also incorporated
events intended for University
students and the wider community,
including a psychology panel titled
“Hamlet and the Best Methods for
Coping with Griet.” The event fea-
tured Psychology Professors Michael
Bordieri and Gage Jordan, Counsel-
ing Center Director Angie Trzepacz
and Festival Chair Rusty Jones as
moderator.

Following the psychology panel,
actors from Kentucky Shakespeare
led an acting workshop called “Hip
Hop Shakespeare” at Playhouse in
the Park.

A student-led discussion panel
from Jones’ Shakespeare class spoke
at Waterfield Library on the day of
the final “Hamlet” performance.

Sophomore creative writing major
Hannah Foote, who presented in
the “Ophelia’s Message: Flowers, the
First Emoji” discussion panel, said
the panel gave students a rare oppor-
tunity to present their work.

“As a student, I felt like I was both
responsible for the grade...but also
that I had a further responsibility
to the community I was present-
ing to,” Foote said. “There’s a lot of
professors out there who might not
read essays thoroughly, and a lot

Photo courtesy of @kyshakespeare on Instagram
Members from the Kentucky Shakespeare Company pose outside of their van before the beginning of their ‘Hamlet tour,” which started in Murray.

of students realize that, and they
teel like their work’s just not being
appreciated.”

After her presentation, Foote said
she engaged in discussions with
other students about the character of
Ophelia.

“When you have the opportunity
to be a part of a panel like that, you
get to see not only that your work
is heard but that it is understood
and that people are interested in it,’
Foote said.

Foote said the performance made
studying Shakespeare more digest-
ible.

“It was truly wonderful to see
a variety of actors from different
locations come to Murray and to

)

see how they were trained,” Foote
said. “That really helps students like
me who are studying Shakespeare,
but I think it also helps students
who aren't necessarily familiar. . .to
not be daunted by the sheer mass of
the volume, especially since it was
condensed.”

'The English Student Organiza-
tion hosted a dinner before seeing
“Hamlet.” Some of the involved
students sat in chairs placed on the
stage, which senior professional
writing major Danica Fuerst said
reminded her of performing the play
in the past.

“It was cool,” Fuerst said. “It was
interesting because I've actually

played Hamlet before in a very

abridged version that was an hour
long, so it was kind of like reliving
that a little bit.”

Fuerst said sitting onstage provid-
ed a unique perspective.

“It was interesting to have that
halfway perspective between watch-
ing it from the audience and being
part of it, especially having experi-
ence kind of being part of it,” Fuerst
said.

Foote said she appreciated and
related to the emotion portrayed in
the performance.

“The actors did a wonderful job,
and Dr. Jones really did a good job
of bringing the Shakespeare Festival
together,” Foote said. “I'm really hap-
py to see it back.”
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slowthai unravels his deepest thoughts on ‘UGLY’

Dionte Berry
Editor-in-Chief
dberry11 @murraystate.edu

“UGLY?” thrashes and rages
down experimental avenues of
punk and electronic, blending ag-
gression and introspection. Frampton
pounds his fist through the drywall
in a psychological and creative purge.
‘Tyron Kaymone Frampton, profes-
sionally known as slowthai, sprouted
as a rowdy icon: his stage name was
originally the Brexit Bandit. Framp-
ton talked politics, drug addiction
and poverty in his 2019 debut al-
bum, “Nothing Great About Britain.”
Frampton became a voice for a
politically frustrated and let-down
younger generation. On “UGLY,” he
teels as if he’s looking into the mir-
ror as a creative and feels stuck in his
red-blooded and disorderly persona.
In his sophomore album “TY-
RON,” Frampton maintained a
sense of debut rebelliousness, but
also addressed some of his acts the
public critiqued and a more del-
icate, romantic side to his perso-
na. After “TYRON” was released,
Frampton found himself in a slump.
“I was quiet and down and wasn't
finding anything exciting,” Framp-
ton said in an Apple Music inter-
view. “Delving into this gave me
that freedom again. I felt inspired.
I wanted to do something new
and challenge myself rather than
just doing what’s expected of me.”
“Yum” opens the 12-track al-
bum with a panic attack. Framp-
ton is breathing hard while repeat-
ing the mantra, “You’re a genius.”
A pounding beat interrupts
Frampton’s chant, and he be-
gins to talk about his lack of mo-
tivation. It feels as if his face
is only a couple inches away
from a bathroom mirror, say-
ing these lyrics to his reflection.
“Yum” doesn't just slightly guide
the listener into the atmosphere
of “UGLY?; it jerks them. In the
song, Frampton is open about his
mental state and talks about his
experience with therapy sessions,
self destruction and alcoholism.

Like a searing headrush, slowthai’s

******i\zi\zikik

Album cover courtesy of Spotity.com

‘UGLY’ released on Friday, March 3 under Method Records.

“Selfish” relaxes the tone, open-
ing with a guitar and a punk at-
titude. However, the calm tone
rises aggression as Frampton re-
veals his cynical world outlook.
His peers and those around him
seem to view his outlook as selfish.

With his voice and attitude,
Frampton fits in well with a row-
dy rock backdrop. Toward the
end of the song, Frampton’s voice
softens as he dives into nihilism
about life being a cycle of people
not learning from their mistakes.

“Sooner” keeps to that punky
sound, but it feels lighter. Frampton
still talks about heavy personal top-
ics, such as suicide, failure and feeling
misunderstood, to a jingle-like tone.

Despite the overwhelming lyr-
ics, “Sooner” is still one of the light-
er moments on the album. I enjoy
Frampton’s casualness. It breaks the
aggression and reminds listeners
these feelings are an everyday matter.

“Feel Good” has a light feeling and
details moments of Frampton possibly
lying to those around him. He says, “I
teel so good,” yet there are overwhelm-

ing feelings bubbling under the surface.

Frampton also dives into the per-
sona he has been assigned by the
public, singing, “tears of a clown ev-
ery time I cry.” It feels as though he’s
trapped as a comic, and people would
not expect serious feelings from him.

In “F**k It Puppet,” Frampton
is back to rapping. Over the short
song, Frampton is having a conver-
sation with himself. He goes in be-
tween wanting to harm himself and
wanting to get better. The voice in
his head pretends to be his friend yet
provokes Frampton to act carelessly.

Frampton acknowledges bottling up
his feelings isn't healthy on “HAPPY,”
realizing he wants to get better and
teel the happiness he’s felt in the past.
In the second half of the song, Framp-
ton dives into a spoken word sound.

Despite trying to understand
these negative feelings, Frampton
still does not know how to healthi-
ly handle emotions, and in the end,
he contemplates running away.

Framptons layered vocals feel sleepy
and disjointed in the intro of “UGLY.”
The chorus features him spelling
“ugly” 10 times in a row. He does this
four times—four times too many,

especially since Frampton just fin-
ished spelling “happy” on “HAPPY.”

Although the spelling feels lazy
and repetitive, the verses in-be-
tween really shine. Frampton talks
about the ugliness he feels, but also
the ugliness he sees in the world.

The album ends on a delicate
note in “25% Club,” and Framp-
ton’s lyricism is a highlight, us-
ing metaphors and similes. but, as
an end note to a project with in-
tense highs, it feels underwhelming.

Frampton talks about a relation-
ship that seems to be helping him
through his depression, but it feels
odd he starts this journey by him-
self, then ends with a partner who
seems to be keeping him afloat.

By the end, of course, I'm expect-
ing all of Frampton’s problems to
teel resolved and for the initial rage
to be readdressed, but that doesn’t
happen. In his Apple Music in-
terview, Frampton said the song is
about wanting, longing and feeling
as if he is missing 25% of himself.

With this partner, he feels
100% present. This is not the note
to end on, and I wanted to see
more introspection for the finale.

Overall, Frampton doesn’t do
poorly addressing his mental tur-
moil, but he fails to come full cir-
cle. Despite this, Frampton does
a great job of leaning into a more
punk and alternative sound.

One element I would like to see
Frampton abandon is his repetitive-
ness. For multiple songs—“UG-
LY,” “Feel Good,” “Falling” and
“Wotz Funny”—the choruses are
just a repetition of words or spell-
ings; it feels as if Frampton could
have explored more in his lyrics.

“UGLY?” is an ambitious and vul-
nerable third album from Framp-
ton, and I wouldn’t mind see-
ing him continue to take this
sound down an alternative route.

Additionally, a man ad-
dressing mental well-be-
ing through such a candid lens
isn’t common, so I applaud him.

“UGLY” deserves a 6.5 out
of 10. With his current exper-
imentation, I look forward to
what Frampton has in line next.

OMAS hosts annual juried student art exhibit

The OMAS show opened on Tuesday, March 14th in the Clara M. Eagle Gallery. The
Organization of Murray Art Students (OMAS) show is an annual juried exhibition. Se-
nior studio art major Laurie Snellen won the award for “Best in Show.” Junior graphic
design major Sydney Robinson received the second place award and junior studio
art major Wesley Hammer received third place. Submissions for the OMAS show were
open to all Murray State Students. This year’s juror was Murray State alumna Claudia
Dishon. The exhibition is open through March 27. Gallery hours are Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Clockwise from left) Students, Faculty and community
members at the gallery reception; Snellen with her first place piece titled “Self Inflict-
ed Pyre”; Robinson with her second place piece titled “Ashes to Ashes”’; and Hammer
with their third place piece titled “Sit With Me.”

Raleigh Hightower/ The News
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